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Mustang/Burro Newsletter              04/ 30/2010  

                                                                                      

Questions/Comments:  Cindy Lawrence   cblawrnc@aol.com        www.wildhorseandburroexpo.com 

Western States Wild Horse and Burro Expo ς  

Please help us support our corporate sponsors; 

            

 

          

                                                 

A newsletter supported by Mustang and Burro Owners for anyone who loves Mustangs and Burros .  Mustang/Burro 

Owners helping to guide others with their Mustangs/Burros  

 

mailto:cblawrnc@aol.com
http://www.wildhorseandburroexpo.com/
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From Cindy:  

Favorite Quote of the week:   "In each of us are places 

where we have never gone. Only by pressing the limits do you 

ever find them."  Dr. Joyce Brothers  

Teachers/Parents: During our Kids and Mustangs program, I tell the kids there are 

25,000 wild horses in the US and about half of those wild horses are right here in Nevada.  I need some 
sort of a visual that demonstrates what 25,000 looks like.  I'd like it to make an impact.  Can you think of 
what I can use that would show what 25,000 of something looks like (example: jelly beans in a jar...etc)    

 

WIND!   WIND!              WIND!   WIND!  

This was a wild week here in Reno.  On Tuesday, our power was out from 5:00 AM until around 4:00 PM 
and we didn't get email back up and running until after 5:00 PM.  The wind brought one tree down right 
next to the house - didn't hurt the house or an animal...we are very lucky!  Part of our front yard fence 
came down, the roof came off where we park our tractor, the roof on the dog run was shredded, one of 
our little storage sheds blew over and is in many pieces. So....If I didn't put something in the newsletter, it 
might be because I didn't save the newsletter before the power went out 

 

Horse Hair Jewelry:   A very dear friend had to put both of her horses down this week 

- Her Mustang was 20, and she'd had him for 10 years.  I'm don't know much about the other horse, but 
the two horses were big time buddies.  She was wondering if anyone knew of a person who turns the 
horse tail hair into jewelry?  Can anyone help me with this?  email me at cbLawrnc@aol.com   

Raff le Item, Drawing August 22nd at Wild Horse and Burro Expo (Reno Livestock Event 

Center) $3.00 Raffle tickets, or 2 for $5.00 (www.mucktruckamerica.com) 
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Question 1: Question to parents: Did your pre-teen or teenage child lose interest 
in riding and horse maintenance as other interests (school, athletics, friends, etc.) 
came into play? If so, what did you do to re-focus back into the saddle, or what 
decisions did you come to as a family? 

   My son, practically born in the saddle, lost interest in horses at age 13.  I attribute this in 
part to the lack of respect from older horsepeople.  When he and his buddy would go riding (12 
and 14 year old boys with the 12 year old having 1000 trail miles), the older folks would treat 
them as if they were stupid, crazy kids.  Yelling at them for galloping on the trails where we'd 
been galloping for years...... 
Both boys were respectful of other peoples limitations with their mounts.  Our horses were 
great, lots of riding in places we never saw anyone else. 
I trusted my son (the same kid who would stop on his bike when horses were near as not to 
spook them with the flag on the bike at age 5).  Sadly other people did not.  We lived in an 
equestrian community with folks that rode in arenas or walked out on trail for 15 minutes and 
called that a trail ride.  If we had been on the ranch that we have now, I don't think he would 
have turned away from riding.  He did get into other sports and still likes the peace and quiet of 
the outdoors with animals.  He loves rock climbing.  Now at age 25 he knows he can go saddle 
up a mount and go for a ride when he's home.  I know I have given him a great foundation for a 
lifelong love and interaction with horses.  I did not force this on him. Well, maybe the first pony 
at three month old :) 
Since I was widowed when my son was a baby, I had to make my horse time work with my son.  
We had a double bareback pad with pockets for his bottle made and went riding every day from 
age 2 on.  He would nap on the back of the horse, had his own reins (leadrope tied around 
horses neck) and wore his helmet sitting in front of me with his little sleepy head resting in the 
crook of my elbow.  When he got so big that his helmet hit my teeth at a canter, he adopted his 
own horse at age 5.  Many happy trail hours with two horses, two people and two dogs was a 
nice way to raise a true gentleman who has immense appreciation for the beauty of  nature and 
a real love for animals. 
That is a really long winded way of saying, let your children be guided by you, make riding and 
horses fun, respect their wishes to learn new things and be involved in what interests them.  If 
you have to give up showing, like I did, it's worth it to have a happy kid.  You won't believe how 
fast they grow up and move away.  Then you will have loads of time to do the things you want. 
-------------------  

   I think this is very common - perhaps even universal. If you look around, you will notice that 
the majority of your adult horsie friends were into horses as kids, gave them up at some point in 
their teens, and are now back into to it. Of course there are lots of folks who never do get back 
into it.  

How you handle the situation is entirely individual, and "your results may vary." A few questions 
to ask yourself and your teen might include: Why do you assume horseback riding is better for 
the child at this stage in his or her development than socializing with friends, school activities, or 
team sports? It may be and then again it may not be for this exact stage in your child's 
development. Does the child actually wish to drop out of horses entirely, or just to scale back in 
order to try out different things and develop other parts of himself/herself? A frank, but calm and 
open discussion of time prioroties, of the dangers of over-scheduling, of the pitfalls of discarding 
horses for certainother activities, the risks involved, etc., might be enlightening for both of you, 
and could result in a renewed commitment to horses - or not. An awful lot of horses are sold 
during this time, when the parent no longer wishes to support an animal that the child no longer 
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uses regularly. It is also extremely common to see Internet posts from people in their twenties 
who are feeling deep pangs and wanting desperately to find out what happened to the horses 
they or their parents sold when they lost interest as teens. In part this is a fincancial decision. 
But don't make it a punitive one.   

If you think your child is getting into risky stuff, and that keeping the interest in horses is crucial 
to keeping him or her out of trouble, there is nothing wrong with simply exerting your parental 
authority and telling them so - and sticking to it. If indeed that is the true situation, you may get  
a fight now but the child may thank you for it later. 

I wish I could tell you that if you just do this, this, and that, your teen will go back to being the 
lovely child he or she was a few years ago, but I can't. Parenting teens is difficult at best, and 
there really isn't an "Operating Instructions Manual."  

------------------------- 

   I myself was absolutely horse crazy but did drift away from horses as a teenager when I 
had a serious non-horsy boyfriend and then went away to college after high school.  I put myself 
through college and was unable to afford to bring my horse with me.  I eventually got back into 
horses but reqret being away for those years as it made it much more difficult to be as good as I 
used to be ï I lost ability and it is hard to regain when you are older.  I see girls at the barn 
where by daughter now rides lose interest and drift away as well.  If and when this happens to 
my daughter (she is only 11 now) I will not try to get her to ride but I will support anything she 
does with horses and help her to be able to ride when she goes to college.  I have seen parents 
try to get their kids to keep riding and it turns the rebellious teenager away from horses even 
more.  I plan to just ride myself, with friends and family, and show, by example the commitment 
to riding and caring for horses.  Most of my friends who rode as kids did drift away at some point 
but got back into it as adults.      

-------------------------- 

   Teenagers don't know what they want, but will fight to the death for their right to it. My 
daughter had been rodeo queen, and an all around excellent rider/horse person, until she hit 16, 
then everything went to pot. I Made her do the minimum, just to keep her involved. She is now 
23 and riding with the hunt. 

-------------------------- 

  Our son didn't start riding until he was 13.  He figured out real quick...there are LOTS of girls at 
horse shows...so, he does some showing at Mustang Shows...partly because he enjoys working 
with his horse, and I'm sure part of it has to do with all the girls at shows! LOL  He is busy with 
college, but still rides...not as much...but time is limited.  I think a love of horses runs very deep.  
So, even if life gets in the way, I've seen many young adults yearn for days with a horse...and 
when money allows, they get back into horses.   
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Question 2: My horse is 15.2 and he has a very short back, I had to have a blanket 
cut down to fit him. I finally found an Arab saddle with rounded skirts that would 
accommodate his short back. I have heard this is common with Mustangs can 
anyone explain it? 

  

   Yes, Arabs and mustangs are both Old world horses, usually with less vertebrae 
then current western breeds. 
------------------------- 

    It depends entirely on their genetic heritage. The ones with more Spanish or Arab in 
them tend to be shorter backed. There are plenty longer backed ones and some who 
are even too long-backed (by my standards anyway). A shorter back is stronger, but a 
longer back is more comfotable to ride - all other things being equal (which they never 
are) like shoulders, hock angulation, pasterns, etc. Just individual differences, no biggie. 

------------------------- 

   I always looked at a short back as a good thing. Short backed horses can bear more 
weight. 

------------------------- 

   My horse is 15.2 and he has a very short back, I had to have a blanket cut down to fit 
him. I finally found an Arab saddle with rounded skirts that would accommodate his 
short back. I have heard this is common with Mustangs can anyone explain it? 

 Arabian, Spanish Barbs, American Mustangs as well as a few other breeds are all cut 
from the same genetic cloth.  All these horses have in common one less vertabre than 
most other types of horses who's genetics have been manipulated by man. Therefore, 
their backs a slightly shorter and more compact.  

------------------------  

    Many mustangs come from Spanish blood lines.  Many Iberian horses (Spanish 
peninsula) have Arabian backgrounds if you go back hundreds of years.  Both the 
Iberian horse and the Arabian horse are ancient breeds.  My Andalusian (Iberian) is a 
big horse, 16 hands and baroque in build.  However he is close coupled, meaning large 
round wither, large round butt and small back in between.  The short back is a stronger 
back, but hard to saddle fit with traditional western saddles.  Look for an Arab tree which 
is slightly narrow in the front with more flare to the tree to accommodate the big 
movement of the shoulder and wider in the back for the flat loin area.  Endurance 
saddles and barrel saddles with little or no skirt are also good.  Your Mustang's short 
back is a good conformation feature.  Be happy he has it and do your best to 
accommodate it with a good saddle.   
------------------------  
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Question 3: Charlie, formerly Dealer, was from Devil's Garden, Alturas which is 
about 70 miles as the crow flies from where I live. Charlie wants to head in that 
direction ALL the time and if we lope in that direction he will even try and run off. 
He is doing great in other directions and will lope quietly. Devils Garden is South 
and East of here and he will always pull to go that direction. Is this common if 
they are too close to their home territory? Any ideas on how to get him over this? 
I always work him in the direction he thinks he wants to go and make his life easy 
when we are going the other way, but it is not helping yet. 

   He will for the rest of his life. Mustangs and all horses are very aware of their 
current location and where their home is. The always want to be in their territory, He is 
trying to get back home is all.   

--------------------------------- 

   Wow, that is fascinating! I have no idea, but wouldn't put it past him that maybe he 
knows where he came from. Regardless, I think you are handling it right and with time 
he will come to see your place as home more than Devil's Garden... 

---------------------------------- 

   You are working the horse exactly opposite of what he needs. Be tough on him in 
the direction that he doesn't want to go. Never let him run in the direction that he wants 
to, until he quits napping with you. 

---------------------------------- 
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Stomach Virus or Colic?  

A friend here in the Reno area sent this to me: I have 

known 2 horses in the last month that have gotten severe colic.  They 
completely stop eating and they have a raised temp.  The mare I helped 
nurse, showed all the standard colic signs.  She did not eat anything for 48 
hours.  My friends horse stopped drinking.  One horse is in Golden Valley 
the other in Spanish Springs.  Neither had been out of their barns.  Two 
different vets helped these horses they both said it may be a virus.  
Banamine was given to both horses for 5-7 days and both horses are doing 
well.  I wanted to let people know there seems to be a stomach virus going 
around  
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EVENTS  

You can still compete in the Chatsworth Trail Trial Sunday at Browns Canyon. Flyer attached. 

May 1, Corral 357 Playday O'Neill Park, Trabuco Canyon contact Jim (949) 459-7742 

May 1, Ride for our Troops fundraiser! Annual Poker Run  Vincent Station, Acton John (661) 526-7730 
reelranch@msn.com  

May 1, SVR Gymkhana, Simi Valley www.simivalleyriders.com, SVRiders@yahoo.com 

May 1, Norco Founders Day Ride at Lake Norconian - 1000 Riders Wanted ς Contact norcobash@sbcglobal.net   

May 1, Team Sorting in Hidden Hills awards and a buckle to fastest. Nedra (818)269-6140 hhcowgirl@gmail.com 

May 2, C 54 Chatsworth  Trail Trial contact Lynn (818) 709-7433  lleonard@socaal.rr.com  

May 5-9, C 86 camp ride Caspers Wilderness San Juan Capistrano contact Irving (661) 268-0098 

May 7, C 54 equine Dental Clinic Dr. Perdue, (818) 326-5772 

May 8, C 22 Progressive Dinner Ride Agua Dulce call Sharon (661)268-0754 srichrd@canyonwave.com  

May 8, C 83 Sand Canyon Call Linda (661) 822-0237 lindathurn@yahoo.com 

May 8, C 138 ride Last Chance Canyon Trail near Red Rock Canyon State Park, Contact   Elaine  (661) 946-1976   
emac@antelecom.net 

May 8, NBHA Dist 10 Barrel Race, Simi Valley, Contact Annie nbhaca10@live.com 

May 14-16, Bright Star Saddlery Anniversary Event. Raffle Prizes and fun for everyone! (818) 879-8333 
BRIGHTSTAR4KAREN@aol.com 

May 15, ETI Shadow Hills benefit Poker ride Jim Thornton memorial, contact Debbie (661) 309-7371 
eti@etinational.com  

May 15, BCH La Cabana Ride Contact Kaye (661) 944-4927 kowgrl@juno.com    

 

 

 

May 15, Backcountry Horsemen Packing Clinic contact Roland Schmitz  (951) 833-6403  roland@mntnrider.com 

May 15, gymkhana 30  Phelan contact Lisa (760) 596-2772 mycowboykiddos@gmail.com or 
www.dustyspurs30.webs.com   

  May 16, C 138 Trail Trials Barrel Springs Arena, Palmdale, Antelope Valley Kimberly  
  JDwight@aol.com 

May 16, Antonovich Trail Duster Ride Hahamonga Watershed Park, Pasadena call (909) 599-8411 

mailto:reelranch@msn.com
http://www.simivalleyriders.com/
mailto:SVRiders@yahoo.com
mailto:norcobash@sbcglobal.net
mailto:hhcowgirl@gmail.com
mailto:lleonard@socaal.rr.com
mailto:srichrd@canyonwave.com
mailto:lindathurn@yahoo.com
mailto:ema@antelecom.net
mailto:nbhaca10@live.com
mailto:BRIGHTSTAR4KAREN@aol.com
mailto:eti@etinational.com
mailto:kowgrl@juno.com
mailto:roland@mntnrider.com
mailto:mycowboykiddos@gmail.com
http://www.dustyspurs30.webs.com/
mailto:JDwight@aol.com
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May 16, Ranch Horse Versatility Clinics Rosamond High Arena, Contact Lyn  (661) 313-2767 

lynandjohn@thewishingstarranch.com 

May 22, .ƻō CƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ .ƻƳōǇǊƻƻŦƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ / рп Dƛōǎƻƴ wŀƴŎƘ Ŏŀƭƭ aŀǊȅ όумуύ ƻǊ merkaufman@gmail.com  

May 22, Bill Cameron's UnExtreme Cowboy Challenge 1 Clinic. Tehachapi, Contact  evonkurtz@gmail.com  
May 23, Hi-5ŜǎŜǊǘ IƻǊǎŜƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎΦ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛƴ !ƴǘŜƭƻǇŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ  Ŏŀƭƭ WŜŀƴ  όссмύ фпо-6132 Hidesertha@aol.com  

May 22,
  
Fallbrook Day Ride Call Sue (951) 317-5441 or www.saddlesoreriders.org for info/map 

May 22/23, SVR Gymkhana, Simi Valley www.simivalleyriders.com, SVRiders@yahoo.com 

May 23, Ranch Horse Versatilties shows at the Rosamond lynandjohn@thewishingstarranch.com  

Agua Dulce Gymkhana last Saturday of the month DeBora (661)268-8760 deboratownson@msn.com   

Ranch Sorting every other Saturday Rocking J ranch in Santa Clarita call Barbara (818) 970-7251 
nrperformancehorse@gmail.com  

Please forward and share these messages.  If you'd like to be removed from this list please let me know. 

All ETI events require a Waiver and Release. Non members also need to sign the Single Event Form and Pay $5.00. 
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mailto:Hidesertha@aol.com
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EVENTS  

 

NV of the West is a premier celebration of cowboy culture and cuisine benefiting  

children with extraordinary needs through the programs of the Reno Rodeo 

Foundation 

  

Dutch Oven Demonstration  Cowboy Mounted Shooting  
Cowboy Fast Draw 

Championship  

   

Cowboy Poetry & Western 

Music  
  Cavalry Demonstration  

 

   

 

 

Authors, Historians & 
Chautauqua  Mutton Busting  Children's Activities &  

Buckaroo Story Time  

 

 

NV of the West  
May 22, 2010  

9:30 -  5:30  

Bartley Ranch  

Regional Park  
Reno, Nevada  
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EVENTS  

 

Just a quick reminder about this awesome clinic. There are only a couple of spots left!!! 

This is a three day clinic, you can bring two horses, colts to be worked in the am and then a horse further along to 

work in the afternoon. There will be plenty to work on, hills, water, all natural trail obstacles, cattle work, trail work, 

fence work (just kidding, thought I would try and sneak that in there)We will bbq on Saturday night  with our own 

fresh grassfed beef. Camping out on the ranch is welcome, we have a fifth wheel trailer that will also be available to 

rent. It can sleep up to five people comfortably. The cost will be $400 for the three days. Jeremy will accept only six 

people for this close contact clinic.    Deposits are a must for this clinic!!! 

Contact Brandie Dunn at cwgrlvet@aol.com  or (661)332-7249 for more info or to sign up.  

mailto:cwgrlvet@aol.com
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FOR SALE  

1987 Ford F1100 2 cyn. Diesel  Grader box in back 

included.  Asking $5500.00   Located in Dayton, Nevada  If 

interested  Can call for more  information.  

  

Thanks, 

Bruce Allen  

775-246-7636 
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Prison Mustang Graduat es  

 

   

 

   

 

 

 


