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From Cindy:  

Favorite Quote of the week:   "There are no mistakes, no 

coincidences. All events are blessings given to us to learn 

from."  Elizabeth Kubler - Ross  

 

Trail Trial at Washoe Lake on Saturday....sure hope to see some 
of you out there...We just do these for fun and camaraderie - so 
you're very welcome to join our group and ride with us....We 
cheer each other on at obstacles...laugh at our boo-boos and chat 
in between obstacles.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P
a

g
e4

 

Question 1: Our horses are so buddy sour that when we take any one 

away from the other the others go crazy. Especially if you are at the 

arena or out on the trail. Our neighbor told us to keep them in sep arate 

pastures and when we let them graze let one out at a time. What is 

everyone elses opinions?  

  I just attended the Clinton Anderson Walk-A-Bout clinic/tour and he was asked this 
very question.  He did not say to separate them ï it wonôt really solve the problem in the 
long term.  He said you should take out the horse you plan to ride and get it ready to go 
and if the horse(s) in the pasture are going crazy go back in the pasture, while under 
saddle, and chase them with the horse you are riding.  He said the idea is ñYou guys 
really want your buddy back?  Then when he is here, you are going to have to run 
around.ò  He said make the pasture horses miserable, running them around and then 
leave again.  If, when you leave, they start to carry on again, go back in and do it again.  
Every time they carry on - go back in and chase them until they figure out that it is not 
worth it.  Note ï I have not personally tried this but it makes some sense and may worth 
a try. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  We have three horses, and three riders with a variety of schedules.  We rarely get to 
take all three out together.  Invariably, one is left behind....we load up the two horses we 
are taking, and then let the horse that is left behind out with some feed.  On the trail, we 
take turns being in the lead, in the back, and if there is a fork in the road, we'll each take 
our own path for a while.  If we are going through brush, we each pick our own path.  
This keeps the horses thinking, the riders thinking, and the horses don't have time to 
worry about their buddy.      

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Separating them will not solve the underlying problem, which is insecurity. The better 
"leader" you can become, the more you cen get them to pay attention to you, the more 
confidence they will have in you and the less they will need to be with their buddies. 
Keep them busy so they are paying attention to you and not where their buddy is. It 
takes work and can be nerve-wracking at times, and it won't fix in a single session, but 
make an effort to get your horse out with people who are understanding, or go to events 
where you can be around other horses wihtout necessarily making them wait for oyu, 
etc. Take one horse away form the other, and make them circle, zig-zag, etc, to re-focus 
their attention; go away for a few minutes and then come back, etc, so the horses know 
the separation is not permanent. Take one horse at a time off with a friend's horse, etc. 
and keep the remaining horse busy with training exercises.  In time you should see an 
improvement, though this isn't a quick fix. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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  Question about the buddy thing.  Oh dear, I am not alone?  I have a herd of 16, so I 
pony a horse when I go out.  Saddled up etc. so if I get a flat tire :) I can swap mounts.  
Or pick up a cute guy on trail LOL.  I have rescued an off road motorcycle rider with my 
"spare".  Ride the one that is a pain and pony the good one.  Then swap half way 
through the ride and the pain will become a better horse faster.  This works with young 
or green horses too.  Besides you get everyone exercised faster that way.  I have 
ponied up to 4.  But they were all good pals.  After 50 years of working with horses I 
have come to the conclusion that they are herd animals.  Some more needy than 
others.  Why fight it?  Unless you only have a one horse trailer.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   We take a lot of time to resolve some horses issues. This is one of those.We find this 
a common problem. We have dealt with it several ways. Not every way works with every 
horse. 

Remember horses are herd animals. They instinctually need other horses to feel safe 
and comfortable.  When one leaves they feel vulnerable and have no way of knowing 
their herd mate will return for sure. Horses alone are generally lonely, depressed, or 
emotionally stressed. They will resign themselves to their fate and most live with it for 
lack of the ability to chose, as they can in the wild, but the feelings are there even if it 
doesn't show. 
The psychologically best way we've found to resolve or lessen the problem: 
We take one of the horses on a short walk ( down the street or around the block ) and 
straight back and into the pen with the other horse. I then feed a small flake of good hay 
with a sprinkle of grain on top, which they (hopefully) share. 
(YES I HUG, KISS, BRIBE AND REWARD AND I RAISE GOOD, SMART GENTLE 
AND WILLING HORSES.)Many people chose not to use food as bribes or rewards. It is 
a personal preference and done wisely I've had no negative results. 
Note:a horse can colic from eating (or drinking) when overheated so you can only do 
this method by taking very short jaunts not allowing the horse at home to get to stressed 
and overheated. 
I make sure the horse left behind is in a safe pen in case he gets crazy, not just worried. 
I take each horse at a different time. The trips can be short, as long as they are out of 
sight for  5 or 10 min.  
Then after multiple trips, I give the remaining horse the hay and grain as we are leaving. 
The remaining horse needs to be reassured that the other will indeed return. The hay 
upon return is to build a mental attatchment with the treat and the return of the other 
horse and the related secure feeling. The change to feeding as the other horse leaves is 
intended to distract and hopefully stimulate that mental feeling of security and calm 
while the horse is gone. We have never not gotten at least relief of the crazy stress and 
often complete reversal of the issue using this method as long as we don't need to rush 
or quit before the connection is made. 
Horses are taught and stimulated to the feeling of  security and understanding through 
repetition, familarity and calm. 
Another Method: 
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My brothers method was to put the horse left behind in a small high fenced area and let 
it do whatever.... Never my favorite method but it eventually worked on some. I believe it 
worked through resignation, not understanding. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  I would not separate them at home until they you do the next exercise, as it tends to 
really stress them out and can even causes them to develop other bad habits such as 
cribbing, pacing etc. and even ulcers in extreme cases. Heres what I would do: You can 
do this exercise whether they are ridable or not. If not do this work on a lunge line. You 
can do this by yourself but it helps to have two people, one on each horse. 
Goal: To teach them being around their buddy means a lot of hard work, and that 
behaving away from them earns them a well deserved rest and easier work. 
Step 1-Ride along side each other for a few minutes and then walk ten or so feet away 
from the other horse.  
Step 1a-If they stay calm pat them to reward them and ask them to stop and stand still.  
Step 1b-If they do not, really make them work, trot or lope circles around their buddy. It 
is extremely important to do this around or next to their buddy. The reason they want to 
be with them in the first place is because they feel comfortable around them. Make it 
uncomfortable. Really hustle their feet. Depending on how good of shape they are in will 
decide how long you do this. At least 5 minutes.  
Step 2-Then walk away from their buddy and let them rest AWAY from them. Let them 
get their air back away from the other horse. Rest for a minute or two. 
Step 3- Walk them back to their buddy, then away again getting progressively father 
each time. Repeat. 
 
It works on hot or cold blooded horses, but it works fastest on the fat lazy types.  
 
Once your horses are doing well in the arena and around your place start doing trail 
rides or whatever you want. Use the same method. Make where ever they don't want to 
be their rest spot, and any where they want to be really hard work. It works for getting 
rid of any kind of magnets; gates, buddy sour, barn sour, corner shy, trailering etc.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   If your horse is sour with the other horses, I would say, when you ride, work them 
by their buddies, and really hard, rollbacks, serpentines, circles, and really make him 
hustle, then ride away and let the horse rest. If he wants to go back to his buddies, let 
him, and really work him some more. then ride away and rest him, pretty soon he will 
figure out being with his buddy is hard work and if he behaves away from them, he gets 
a rest. It will take a bit but you really have to work him hard. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  YUP, buddy souréseparate them, not necessarily into different pastures but apart in 
stalls would do. Then work them when together and rest them when apart. If you need 
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to get a third horse, lots of old horses needing a savior, the one left behind wonôt be (left 
behind). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   The basic premise is that you do have to separate them.  There are other ways of 
doing that too.  Ride out together.  Turn them away in bigger and bigger circles so that 
they finally can't hear or see one another.  Each time you come back together on your 
terms.   Good trail exercise.   And another one is making the wrong thing very difficult:   
Ride one out from the barn or arena.   When the screaming starts, really put that horse 
to work.   Do circles, figure eights, etc.   Get that mind back on a job to do.  You can 
also do this from the ground if you feel the horse is getting out of control.   Take it for a 
walk with a long lead (12') and when the antsy behavior starts, do circles right and left 
around you.   Disengage hips, shoulders, do sidepasses.   When good behavior has 
gone on for a while, stop and graze.   Be sure the horse back at the barn is in a secure 
area and can't break out. 

Switch horses and do the same with the other.   This usually takes less than a week for 
me.   Most of the time about walk or ride number 3 the horse starts to go along quietly.   
Never lose your patience and just be consistent and when the horse even thinks about 
screaming or returning to its buddy, get those feet moving.   The first walk may be 
endless circles around you.   That's ok.   That gets old for the horse very quickly and it 
figures out that there is a better way and that way is to go with you peacefully. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Load up both horses, put your hiking shoes on and go out with a fellow hiker, lead 
the horses, with the buddy sour one in the rear at first. after about a 1/4 mile start 
separating the distance a bit. keep going until the horse starts having a fit. stop, be 
prepared to keep control of him/her by circling and have the other person move on 
another 100' or so.  wait about 5 minutes,(remember 5 minutes is quite a long time with 
a wiggy horse so use a watch) then with YOU controlling the pace catch up to the other 
horse until the sour one calms down then stop again give it a couple minutes and then 
have the other horse move off and follow from that distance and slowly back off again 
until it starts all over again.  
  
This will take several times to fix the problem. figure on putting at least 10 hours of time 
into it. Remember we need to walk and stay in shape as much as our horses and dogs 
do. just because you take your horse out doesn't mean you need to saddle it up and 
ride it. 
  
This didn't happen overnight so it won't fix itself over night either. Remember you can 
gain 5 pounds in a couple of days really easy but it will take you at least a week to take 
it back off.     
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Question 2: What brand of hoof nippers do you or your trimmer use to 

get through really tough mustang hooves?    The cheapies I can get by 

with on my other st ock don't make a dent in a mustang hoof.   

Somebody told me Diamond brand would do it.    I just want something 

that doesn't take 2T of pressure to cut off excess hoof wall.    Any 

opinions or favorite brands?  

   Diamond are good, St. Croix as well.  Pretty much you get what you pay for, and 
you're going to spend nearly $100 for a good set of nippers.  They won't last forever, but 
it will still be cheaper by far than having a farrier trim the feet.  The better nippers have 
sharper and thinner blades than the cheapies, and they go thru the hooves much 
better.  Another good thing is to make yourself a soaking pen so you can soak the 
horse's feet for a while and soften them up.  I have a little 8x8 fenced area in the corner 
of the arena for that.  I put rubber mats down, put RR ties around the perimeter, and 
filled it with soil, peat moss, wood pellets, anything that will hold moisture.  I water this 
and get it really wet, then tie the horse in there with a net of hay.  An hour or so later, his 
hooves will be much easier to trim.  Another way to do it is to put Easy Boots on the feet 
and fill them with water.  The horse will shake most of it out, so add some every now 
and then. 
    After I'm done trimming, I treat the hoof soles with Thrush Buster, and condition the 
hooves with Hooflex or whatever. 

------------------------------ 

  I bought a $200.00 pair of hoof nippers from a local farrier supply, the best ones they 
had (I cannot recall the brand) so I could start barefoot trimming my horse  (with the 
help of my barefoot trimmer who said he would train me).  I cannot even get them 
through my horsesô hooves!  When my barefoot trimmer came out to trim my horses and 
I told him this ï he said with hooves like my mustangs have I will probably need to use a 
grinder.  Yes, a power grinder like the one my husband has in the garage.  The barefoot 
trimmer had one and showed me how he used it and it really worked.  We practiced with 
one of my horses to get her used to it and she did well except the burning hoof smell ï 
that did bother her a bit at first.  I would never try such a thing without good instruction 
from someone who knows barefoot trimming but for more information I do think either 
Pete Ramey or Jamie Jackson (both barefoot gurus) talk about using grinders on really 
hard, tough hooves. 

------------------------------ 

   The most important thing is to keep your nippers, regardless of brand, SHARP and 
also it helps a lot to soak the horse's feet for a few hours before trimming. Hose down 
an area where they tend to hang out and encourage them to stand in the soft mud - 
then hose them off before trimming. It will help a lot. Another thing is to do weekly 
touch-ups with a file - that way they might never get so long that you have to do the 
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major trim, or at least it prolongs the interval. A good online source for nippers is 
www.well-shod.com 

------------------------------ 

   The hoof trimmers I like are Mustad, www.jeffersequine.com they also have less 
pricey ones.  But since I am a whimpy 55 year old 135# girl, I give my horse a bubble 
bath before I clip his feet.  Makes it much easier.  You can also get soaking boots and 
add a little Dawn with water and wait 20 minues.  With two boots that works pretty well. 

I wash my horses before I ride, as I hate cleaning tack.  Besides they live turned out and 
look a little wild.  When I get back from trail rides I take the rasp and do a little clean up 
on the hooves before I put my horses away.  That way they never need a lot to come off 
at once (unless I am not riding much). 

 
There are sprays you can get to help the hoof soften while you work on it.  I have a lot 
of respect for farries who do this all day long. 

------------------------------ 

   http://budnippers.com/----------------------Check out the web site. They are a compound 
nipper. I use the diamond nippers, like them real well. 

------------------------------ 

  Good Luck!  I used to stand my mustang in water for 24 hurs before the horseshoer 
came.  A new horse shoer said he had some 'dressing' to put on tough hoofs and I 
didn't need to do the water treatment.  Ok.  I gave it a try.  He came, slathered on the 
'dressing' and waited a few minutes.  After struggling to trim a hoof, and not being able 
to even chip off a tiny piece he gave up and asked me to stand my horse in water for 24 
hours!  He came back the next day and didn't have any trouble.  In more than 20 years, 
I never put shoes on my mustang, and I rode over some pretty crummy trails, too.  He 
never came up lame, either! 

------------------------------ 

   My farrier (a woman) uses Diamond nippers and she has a little spring attachment 
that makes it easier for her to use them.  She gets her supplies in Carson City at the 
Washoe Valley Farriers Supply - 3140 Research Way      775-882-7012 

------------------------------ 

http://www.well-shod.com/
http://www.jeffersequine.com/
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   Hoof nippers made by GE were recommended to me by hoof trimmer and 
clinician Martha Olivo.  They have worked well for me---much better than Diamond 
brand.  You can get them in Carson City at that farrier supply place. 

------------------------------ 

   I let my farrier do the work. He is the expert. And he or she needs the work just like 
the rest of us. Please donôt be offended by what Iôm going to say next. I donôt mean to 
be crass but if you donôt know what brand of nippers to buy you probably donôt know 
enough to trim hooves in the first place. That stuff needs to be completely understood 
before trying it on your own. I only say this in an effort to protect your horse from being 
trimmed wrong. 

------------------------------ 

  There are some brands of nippers that use a compound leverage system but in 
reality you just need to buckup and realize that it takes its toll to cut mustang feet, it 
takes some arm and hand strength and it dulls nippers. My farrier sharpens his nippers 
when he comes to my place and after trimming all 15 of our horses he has them 
sharpened again. He breaks a big sweat and usually doesn't plan anymore jobs for the 
day after doing our horses. Then again we go over rocks and ground that scare the hell 
out of the booted and shoed people with our barefoot horses. We donôt get chips. We 
donôt get bruises or have we never had any foot problems. That is the payback you get 
for good feet. We trim every 10 weeks as well. You can also have them trimmed and 
then just touch up your horses every 2 to 3 weeks with a rasp and avoid the trimming 
altogether. 

------------------------------ 
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Question 3: When you are new to horses in general..and you ha ve a 

horse that is great and knows more than you  what is the most 

important thing you can do to keep from making  a mistake with her  

Greenrider syndrome .  We are taking lessons, watching videos, and   

RFDtv... Also, we are looking to get another hor se.. what is the norm  

Geilding or mare?  We have a mare..  

  That is great you are already taking lessons, and watching videos etc. -- sounds like 
you are on the right track.  I am definitely not a trainer and am trying to constantly learn 
more but being a good and fair leader so that your horse feels confident in you is key.   I 
found the Clinton Anderson ñStarting a young horseò  DVD in which he used a wild 
mustang (named ñBoomerangò)  to be really good.  If you are able to spend some 
money, we recently purchased the new Fundamentals series that he put out and it is 
very thorough but expensive.  Regarding gelding or mare ï I believe the gender is not 
as important as how high the horse is on the horse pecking order.  I have an alpha 
(leader) gelding that tests me every day to make sure that I am a good leader and know 
what I am doing.  On the other hand, we also have a mare in the family that is low on 
the totem pole and is a total ñfollowerò so it is much easier to impress her and you need 
not be as good a leader.  Generally, I think a gelding who is low-man in the pecking 
order is easier.  That being said, many other factors are important to consider. It may be 
a good idea when choosing your horse to get some help from an experienced trainer ï if 
it is a mustang you are looking for then definitely have a mustang knowledgeable 
person help out.  Personally, I would choose an older, laid back ñbeen there and done 
thatò horse so you can have fun and learn along the way.         

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    Everybody makes mistakes with horses.  Every horse I have, I've put some behavior 
or habit in them that later I wish I hadn't.  You do the best you can at the time, get an 
education (it sounds like you are), have goals and think carefully about how to get 
there.  Go with your gut, and spend time listening to the horse.  Horses are very 
forgiving.  Hopefully, each next horse you have gets better and better as you get better 
and better.  If your horse's behavior is getting worse, you are doing something wrong or 
not doing something right, which is not the same thing.  Remember that you like your 
horse, and give her the benefit of the doubt.  If things go wrong, it is usually because the 
horse is hurting or scared, or because you are not being an adequate leader. 

    As for the gender issue, mostly you have fewer problems if you stick with one gender, 
but that is not a hard and fast rule.  Get a good horse, no matter what gender, and 
things will be fine.  For myself, I prefer mares because they are problem solvers and 
care takers.  But a nice gelding can be much less complicated. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    Gelding or Mare - totally a matter of personal preference. We have both, and like 
them both. They all live together and it's all good. 
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Green Rider Syndrome: Well, heck, you ARE a Green Rider but that's nothing to be 
ashamed of - everybody has to start somewhere! I was 52 when I adopted my first 
horse ( a wild colt), and didn't start to ride him for 2 more years. So talk about Green - I 
was greener than green and old enough to know better. But, like you, I jumped in fully, 
and studied from every source I could find - videos, books, clinicians, etc., and I still do. 
Continuing to learn and improve is very meaningful to me, even though I may never 
have the "seat' of a person who rode their way through childhood and adolescence. 
(and I continue to discover how very much my horse knows! There is a saying that "your 
horse only knows as much as you do." And the corrollary is - as you learn more, you 
find that your horse knows more, too!) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   The third question:  Ride, Ride Ride...... sounds like you are on the right track.  Eat, 
live and breathe horses.  The next horse should be one you want.  Your horse will learn 
to live with your choice.  Geldings don't have that 28 day cycle thing going but 
sometimes mares get very posessive of "their" geldings.  Again, you must like the 
horse, your horse will get used to it.  Get a comfy ride, one that is smooth, safe, sane 
and sound. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Lessons - Perfect. Training Videos - Perfect.   Once you are safe (can stop if a 
runaway situation occurs), get out on the trail and ride, ride, ride.  Get a riding buddy 
that is better than you that can give your pointers and help you with your confidence.  
Be patient with yourself and your horse.  Don't worry about mistakes - EVERYONE 
makes them....Most importantly, ENJOY!   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Have SOFT hands. Don't jerk on their mouth, and start working on exercises 
to strengthen your independent seat so if they spook or do something silly you 
don't accidental grab them with your feet or take a hold of their mouth. Learn how to 
bend and flex them and do this WHENEVER you are standing around, before and after 
you ride. You CANNOT do this to much.  

 

There really is no 'norm' its mostly based on personal preference. When I'm helping find 
a horse for beginners and I find a mare and a gelding that are equally as sound, and 
have them same level of training and conformation I always pick the gelding. NEVER a 
stallion for beginners, as they have their own set of challenges. (I would know I have 
one lol.) Geldings tend to be less confrontational, and will challenge you less. Now, this 
is just a generalization of course their are exceptions, but they don't have monthly or 
yearly hormone changes and tend to be more predictable. Now if you find a mare and a 
gelding that you like, and the mare is overall better than the gelding, I would pick the 
mare.  
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   The best way to grow as a rider is to find one trainer that will meet both your needs as a 
rider and has a personality that you can respect and learn from.   As a trainer and clinician, I 
prefer that my students study my philosophy of riding and training for a period of time without 
outside influence.  The reason for this is to build a solid foundation in horsemanship.   Not to 
assume that my way is the only way, but  good horsemanship is like building a house.  While 
there are a lot of good builders around, not each one does things the same way.    
  

By laying your horsemanship foundation with one trainer/clinician you will set up 
the groundwork for great horsemanship.   When riders "shop" around on style and try to borrow 
from everyone, they ultimately have a slow or poorly built program.    
  

Using the house analogy again, I will explain how this works.   When building a structure it is 
best to lay the whole foundation at once.   If the  owner of the house were to have several 
different contractors come in and lay the foundation over a series of months there would be 
confusion.  Also, the next contractor to lay in his portion of the foundation may not like the way 
the work before was done.  Because of this, he will either tear out or chip into the previous 
foundation.  Ultimately, there will be a foundation but it will have many seems and cracks and 
even different concrete.  Each of these lines has the potential to become a weak spot.  
  

I  would not discourage a rider from watching  trainers videos and tv shows.  I would rather that 
they wait though, have the foundation and then compare these to what they know.   In time it 
would even be helpful to go and ride with other trainers in an effort  to expand ones 
knowledge.  A good trainer is not afraid of another trainers  experience.  As a matter of fact,  a 
good program is often supported by other trainers programs.    By viewing several trainers on tv 
and videos, you can also look for someone who shares that philosophy of working with riders 
and horses.   
  

In regards to the choice of a mare of gelding, that is completely up to you.   Geldings have a 
reputation of being steady and consistent, while mares can get pigeon holed as moody or 
"hormonal" due to there cycles.  Much of this depends on breeding, age and temperament.  
Each of the genders has something great to offer though.   Try out several horses before you 
make a purchasing decision.  I will look at around 20 horse sometimes before I find one that 
fits my clients.  Remember also that right now is a buyers market.  
  

Happy trails,  Matt Sheridan (Trainer and Clinician) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   If you have a really gentle broke horse and are green, that is so great. Horses know, 
and if he's really gentle, they take care of you as you learn, if they have a good 
foundation of training on them, if you make mistakes they are forgiving. Keep taking 
lessons and learning, and above all, have fun with that great horse 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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   You are doing the most important thing, LEARNING. As for RFD-TV, I love RFD-
TV. I have watched it since the beginning. Keep watching. The folks on there are a 
wealth of information. Watch every one of them and understand that Ryan has a 
different approach than Clinton and Craig has a differ history than Julie and so you will 
get a different take from each one. They are all terrific. I have been to most of their 
clinics and can tell you they are all wonderful folks. ( I wonder if I sign my name if I will 
get in free to the next clinic which comes to townéLOL ). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   I'd say learn to keep soft hands and wait for responses.   And ride, ride, ride.   Horses 
forgive your mistakes and learn to adapt to you pretty well if you are consistent and give 
them relief.     

 The other thing that I'd like to mention is feed.    I am still amazed that 40 years after 
getting my first horse I didn't kill him with kindness. 

I knew nothing about slowly introducing feed, what nutrition and minerals they needed, 
how to pick good hay, how to introduce green pastures, etc.   Hang out with other 
experienced horse people and learn this stuff.    

A lot of people never mix geldings and mares.   We have some pairs in pastures that do 
ok, but during heat cycles you may have some unwanted behavior between them.  
Before, we had two aged geldings that we could put in with a truckload of mares in heat 
and they wouldn't pay any attention to them.   But my girlfriend's older gelding would 
"lose his head" when a mare came in heat; so since you don't know the behavior of a 
specific gelding with your mare, and you are green at this, you might want to stick with a 
second mare.   

The latest stats I saw on geldings was that up to 50% of them retain SOME stallion 
traits.   That's why an otherwise perfectly well behaved gelding like my friend's would go 
bonkers when a mare cycled.    

 Now having said that, please understand that I really like geldings.   It is just that if you 
are new at this, you may have issues between them that are a bit much for you to 

handle.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  First of all I think it's awesome that a green rider actually bought a broke, bombproof 
horse. So many times people get Black Beauty syndrom and wind up miss matched. 
Dead broke, honest horses are worth their weight in gold and should be treated as 
such!   

Parents don't get discouraged if your child out grows a dead broke horse and suddenly 
wants something with more speed or sting.  I say let um...and learn to ride yourself on 
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that wonderful broke horse, or recoup your investment. There are plenty of 40+ riders 
and beginners longing for a horse they know won't get silly on them. Dead broke horses 
are going to fetch a good price no matter how bad the economy is because there are 
more people looking for broke horses than horses they have to train.  

Taking lessons and watching videos will greatly help you learn, as well as having 
someone video you riding, say during a lesson. Later go back and watch the video so 
you can see exactly what your instructor is teaching you. There is a definate different 
perspective you will get watching your self rather than being in the saddle.  

Taking your horse to different kinds of events just to hang out watch and learn can be 
very educating.  I can learn plenty just by going to a show and watching the professional 
top horsemen & women in the warm up pen.   

As far as getting a mare or a gelding, it's all a matter of preferance. Personally, I prefer 
geldings as they rarely have a bad hair day. Although I've had a few mares, a couple 
were very solid performers, but they can get cranky when it's near or their time of the 
month. Some mares don't show signs of cycling. Something else to keep in mind, a 
mare will tend to be the alpha of the herd, even if your herd is only two. 

advice for shopping for a horse.... 

1.  Don't blind yourself to sex, color, age or breed unless that is what you are specifically 
wanting to do. If you love to jump for example, and want to learn and do more, then look 
at horses that are already performing in that event. If you need a horse that is gentle for 
your children, don't look at horses fresh off the race track. I don't care how beautiful or 
how good the price is, its' not fair to the horse or you, and both of you will wind up 
frustrated and not liking each other very much, or even worse, if you get more 
horse than you can handle you could be looking at huge vet or hospital bill. Look at it 
this way, if you're 16 year old just got his drivers license, you would NOT give him the 
keys to your Pantera!    

2. Look at several, and test ride. When you've narrowed the field down, go back and 
ride your favorites again.  Maybe one time in the arena, another time on the trail on 
different days.  Don't get nervous the horse might not be there in another week. Right 
now it's a buyers market  and due to the eonomy there are many wonderful horses that 
in most cases would never be for sale if it weren't for the owner facing a hard financial 
struggle. If the horse you thought you had your heart set on was sold, there will be 
another. Buyer beware...if the owner will not let you come back at another time, blow 
them off. Something might not be right, like masking a lameness issue.  

3. Take your time, and explore different avenues, don't just rely on word of mouth, use 
the internet, livestock papers, etc. and don't be afraid to look at a horse out of your 
immediate area. A horse that is 200 miles away just might be the one you're looking for. 
A horse is a huge expense both emotionally and financially.  They all cost the same to 
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take care of, and you might as well be feeding, shoeing, veting, a match made in 
heaven rather than a potential train wreck.  

4. Figure your budget and stay in it. Be realistic. If you only have $2,000 to spend don't 
go looking at horses with a price tag of $4,000. The owner won't appreciate you trying to 
low ball their horses and will most likely be offended. On the other hand if you happen to 
find a horse you are sure is the one you can't live without, and they are out of your price 
range try to negotate a payment plan for the remainder of the price with the owner.  

5. Make sure all paper work on the horse is current and sound. I can't tell you how many 
horror stories I have heard over the years, that someones horse has been sold from the 
stable that they were boarding, stolen and sold, repossesed, or new ownership 
registration nightmares for paper work that was not proper!  Keep in mind in most 
states, even if the horse does not have some kind of paper work, whether it be a BLM 
title or breed registration papers,  at the very least a brand inspector is required to 
document the sale, or a coggins test needs to be current if moving the horse out of 
county lines. Don't be cheap. If the owner says he will sell the horse without the papers 
for less money, buy the papers. If you decide to ever sell the horse a horse with paper 
work is worth more than one without.  

 6. If you find your dream horse, pay for a pre-purchase exam by a vet YOU trust.  It's 
well worth the $150-$200 (for an inital exam) rather than after the fact, you've blown 
$3,000 on a horse that you can't ride due to chronic illness or previous injury.  Keep in 
mind many horses aren't perfect, but the vet will tell you if it is something that is serious 
enough to make you pass on this particular horse or if it's something you want to 
choose to manage, or needs little to no managment.    

Happy hunting and let us know how it turns out we expect to see photos!       

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  First and most important, keep those riding lessons going. Second and just as 
important learn to ride English and then if you want to ride a western saddle go from 
there. English teaches you to "RIDE", Western teaches you how to sit, riding is a active 
sport not a sitting sport so its best to learn how to move with your horses and stay out of 
their way then you will know better how to sit your horse after learning that. I ride a 
treeless western saddle myself nowadays but learned Gressage as a kid and it has 
been invaluable ever since. Also make sure you are taking lessons on a very well 
trained experienced schooling horse. The horse will teach you how its supposed to feel 
so you know what is right and what is wrong.    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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