
 

P
a

g
e1

 

Mustang/Burro Newsletter              07/02/2010  

                                                                                                         

Questions/Comments:  Cindy Lawrence   cblawrnc@aol.com        www.wildhorseandburroexpo.com 

Western States Wild Horse and Burro Expo ς  

Please help us support our corporate sponsors; 

            

 

          

                                                 

A newsletter supported by Mustang and Burro Owners for anyone who loves Mustangs and Burros .  Mustang/Burro 

Owners helping to guide others with the ir Mustangs/Burros  

mailto:cblawrnc@aol.com
http://www.wildhorseandburroexpo.com/


 

P
a

g
e2

 

Table of contents  

 

From Cindy ................................................................   03  

Question 1: Mustang NOT shedding..Help... ............   04  

Question 2: Remedy for Bug Bites .... ........................   05 

Question 3:  New Mustang O w ner needs Advice .......   06-13  

EVENTS........................................................................  14 

Fund Raiser for our Wild Horse & Burro Expo.............  14            

Please help us spread the word.....  

BLM Mare needs home........... ......................................  15 

Charles Wilhelm newsletter.........................................  16  

Misc info................................ .......................................  17-18  

Prison Mustang...Doing Well. ........................................  19 

Mediterranean Tall Fescue Varieties Potentially  

                                                             Fatal to Horses  20  

This weeks Wisdom .......................................................  21 

   

 



 

P
a

g
e3

 

From Cindy:  

Favorite quote this week:  "Health is the greatest possession. Contentment is the 
greatest treasure. Confidence is the greatest friend. Non-being is the greatest joy."  
Lao Tzu  

Come support us (PLEASE!):  
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Question 1: My 3 year old mustang still has quite a bit of his winter coat. I've been brushing him daily but it just 

doesn't want to come out. Any suggestions? We are in Reno and the weather has been warm/hot for a little while now. 

   Worm your horse, and 1 pound of fed a day with İ cup of black sunfloweré puts a really nice 
shine on your horse while he loses the rest of his coaté has omega 3 in themé 
-------------------- 
   He is probably wormy.  I use a double dose of pyrantel, then follow it 10 days later with a regular 
dose of ivermectin.  That usually does the trick.  
-------------------- 
   I wouldn't worry too much, my gelding sometimes doesn't shed out till july. they are mustangs 
and they know what's going on. Unless it's really really thick than I would say just keep brushing 
and he'll shed out ok. maybe he needs some grain or something with a little more nutrients. My 
mom's 2 year old just shed out completely a couple weeks ago. 
-------------------- 
   Usually, shedding is related to daylight hours, not temperatures.   So my first question is:   do 
you have him stalled?   If so, get him outside or put in a light on a timer in ihis stall. 
If he is not stalled, you will just have to wait for him to shed out this year.   Baths sometimes help.   
But next season, think about starting him on a coat supplement 60-90 days before shedding to 
help.   We are going to do that next year for a qh that for the last two years had shed out in 
clumps.   If it is any consolation. our donkeys shed late, not really dropping serious winter hair until 
late June and it has not been below 80 for a month straight. 
 -------------------- 
   This may be a sign he/she is carring a heavy worm load..  It took a couple of treatments to clear 
the junk out of Buddy.   I like doing egg counts, your vet can do this.  That way you know what your 
dealing with. 
-------------------- 
   Add minerals to the diet.  Not a trace mineral salt block, but either loose 12:12 minerals or 12:12 
mineral block.  Purina makes one in a block and loose in the pail.  The block will dissolve faster that 
a salt block, so put it in a tub or container so it doesn't end up in the muck on the ground.  If it gets 
too nasty, they won't eat it.  You will find your horse will consume quite a bit in the beginning, but 
will taper off on his own when his system becomes adjusted and his mineral balance is corrected.  
-------------------- 
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Question 2: Hope someone has a remedy for bug bites. 

We'd been camping on newly plowed dirt near a river. And even though we'd  used insect sprays on our two 

mustangs they suffered from numerous insect bites mostly on their pasterns a few on their canons and only 

one or two on their bodies.  The bite sites were about the size of a small fingernail, very itchy and after being 

scratched quite weepy.  

  

I used cortisone creams which helped the itchiness slightly.  Finally, after a week the sores are healing.  Any 

ideas what the bites were from or if they happen again how to lessen the itch? 

   My guess is your horses have scratches and not bug bites.  Scratches is an infection that I have seen 
when horses get muddy and it causes weeping in the pasterns, especially on top of their heels.  You can 
treat it with a topical salve, but my friend's best luck was with diaper rash creme, Desitin and mild antifungal.  

Ask your vet. 
--------------- 
   Your guys have my complete empathy.   I took some hikes this week and count over 50 new 
bites on my legs when I walked a creekbed and bank without bug spray.    
You could have anything from fleas to ticks to mites to chiggers to fire ants to spiders.  I researched 
the best anti-itch solutions for me because I not only swell from insects, I blister too, and they take 
2-3 weeks to disappear. 
  
Here are all of the solutions to relieve the itch (because I have tried every over the counter product 
out there): 
Hydrocortisone cream 1% 
Banana Peel, the inside 
Listerine 
Toothpaste, not gel type 
Aspirin paste 
Dermoplast spray 
Absorbine Jr. 
Tea Tree Oil 
  
I have tried all of the above except the Dermoplast spray.   I actually did quadrants on me and put 
on different products to see which relieved the itch the best and for the longest time. 
Absorbine Jr. works the best on me as far as a purchased product.  But I bought non-coated cheap 
aspirins and dissolved a few in a few drops of water, making the paste.   Then I rubbed a dab of the 
paste on each bite vigorously and let it dry.   You will look quite polka dotted.   The aspirin paste 
immediately took away all of the itch and lasted for 2-4 hours.   So since they are anti-inflammatory 
by nature, also a pain killer and somewhat astringent,  I believe that's why they worked so well.   
Apparently, the tv show The Doctors suggested this home remedy for itchy bites and I think it would 
be cheap to buy a couple hundred generic aspirins and make a paste to use on horses. 
  
Now, preventative.   Since the bugs got to your horses anyway, you need to switch products to one 
that has both permethrins and pyrethrins.  In combination, both chemicals attack and repel bugs 
from two fronts. 
------------------------- 
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Question 3: In the round pen, my new three year old mustang (that I adopted May 29th) is very sluggish and I 

have difficult time just getting him to move, then when I took him out on a short walk he got very excited.  He had a 
couple of moments where he forgot he was on a lead.  I was able to quickly remind him, but it told me we have a lot 
more work to do in a confined area.  Am I on the right track?  

I get the feeling I have been trying too many new things without mastering the basics, especially the trust and respect. 

I need a little moral support. 

   My guy sometimes gets "lazy" in the arena.  From all the times we have rode and worked in a 
confined area, I came to the realization that I think and feel he is bored.  I say this, because as 
soon as we leave the arena (confined type of area) and go out on the trail or on open pasture, he is 
totally a different horse.  He is more relaxed and seems much happier and responsive to my cues.  
I just work with it.  For example, when I ask him to trot in the arena, he will, for a short distance and 
then stop.  I have to make him keep it up.  But, when we are not in there, "holy smokes," he won't 
stop, he just loves to run.  

--------------- 

   Yes, work on the basics.  Clinton Anderson has a good basic program.  Your horse is not 
recognizing you as his leader/protector.  A dominant horse makes a sub horse move, so in the 
round pen, you've got to up your game to make him move snappy.  Use a flag or plastic bag on a 
stick or you may even have to give him a "bite" with a longe whip.  A dominant horse would sure 
enough give him a bite to remember if he did not move.  Also, it helps to "gallop" yourself.  When 
you give him the cue, also speed up your own feet.  Then once you get him moving consistently 
(practice of days or weeks, not one session) you can dial down your cues until he's moving off with 
just a point of a finger or whatever your small cue will be.  The goal is to eventually have HIM doing 
the work, and not you.  A bossy old mare would give him a look that says, "When I get over there, 
you better be gone or I'll kill you!"  And she doesn't even have to go there, just a look will get his 
feet moving and he will sure be paying attention to her.  Do lots of changes of direction and pace, 
and work on finer points like getting him to turn in or away at will (YOUR will) and doing stuff 
at varied specific points in the pen.  Think of it as a pool player calling his shot and then sinking it 
like it was the easiest thing in the world.  Get him backing really well by direct pressure so that he is 
flexed at the poll and it is soft and automatic. 
  

Do some of your roundpen work on a line, so that you can move to a longer line when you go out in 
the open, so when he forgets his manners, you can send him in a circle and get him doing his 
exercises to get his brain back.  When he gets excited and pushy, back him.  You can't hardly back 
a horse too much, especially on the ground, and it not only helps get the brain engaged, but it 
strengthens the hindquarters and back.   
--------------------- 
   It sounds like he's bored in the round pen, maybe if you could put him a little bigger area like an 
arena instead may help you. Horses get bored and need variety at times.  
Taking him on walks and going over obstacles is a good thing, just don't lead him though, make 
him work and think. You're doing fine.  
--------------------- 
  If you were quickly able to remind him and he came back to you, what exactly did you do to get 
him there?   So if he knows how to disengage and move his body when you ask, and he got a little 
hyper when he was in a new area, it sounds all very normal to me.   He is not going to lead like a 
seasoned horse yet.   I never logged how much time I spent with my mustang mare, but once she 
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got yeilding to pressure, she maintained that softness all of the time on lead.   The gelding took 
weeks to get it.   He was too busy being busy, every part of his body was on full alert and activity 
level.    We had to move his feet, move his feet, move his feet.   Then one day it sunk in and his 
whole demeanor changed.   Now he is like a big, happy dog that runs to you for some stimulation 
and because he just likes you.    
I would just make sure that you can control those feet and that body in the enclosure and go for it 
again.   The instant he loses focus, move the feet or the body parts to get his mind back.   Then 
relax so he knows that's what you want.   We use a 12' lead so we can keep control and with some 
particularly tough horses, we add a lunge line for security.   Be sure your timing is quick so you can 
get the horse's mind and body back to you before he gets too rowdy.  Have a destination that 
includes some grazing or quiet time.   Personally, I think that once you have the basics done in the 
pen, the rest can be accomplished in a nice walk, just like taking a green horse trail riding. 
The moral support you are looking for means you are doubting yourself and fearful that he will 
ignore you and perhaps get away.   Just be sure he will disengage his hips, face up, yield to 
pressure and have someone tail you for safety and go again.   If he is giving you further concern, 
just go a little outside of your confined area and further and further each day.   Yours will get there. 
--------------------- 
    Yep, the two go together (sluggish when you ask him to move, overly excited and out of control 
when you don't). It's very common - you are not the first to have this problem! The sluggish stuff is 
so common with Mustangs. Mine was definitely like that and I know of many others. It is not that he 
is being disrespectful, he just doesn't yet trust himself - or you - to move for you. Then when he 
gets out into a more stimulating environment, he can't help himself and he goes berserk. His 
sluggishness is, I believe, just his trying his best not to go berserk for you. What he needs to learn 
is that life with you is safe enough that going berserk or shutting down are not the only two choices. 
 
Spend more time in the round pen getting to move freely "honestly." By that I mean that his 
movement should become easy, not frantic - no pounding hooves, and no fits and starts - just easy, 
free movement. If he resists your invitation to move, get tough with him until he gets it. He needs to  
learn to accept your direction and to trust that you will take care of him. 
 
Learn to do a variety of maneuvers with him: Teach him to back-up, circle around you, do walk-trot 
transitions, shoulder yields, hindquarter yields, etc. Once you get that working well in a confined 
space, then start taking him out again. Don't go too far at first, and most importantly, keep him  
busy with all the moves you've taught him. If he stays busy and focused on you, he won't have time 
to get worried or overly excited. 
---------------- 
  Round pen.  Sluggish mustang won't get the "bugs" out in the roundpen.  Then acts up 
elsewhere. 
I found that my "lazy" mustang longes better with a buddy.  Then he's much more manageable out 
on trail.   He's too smart to go wear himself out.  Also too smart to pass those blue trash containers 
or those horse eating mailboxes the country folk have all around the roadways!  The more he 
longes, the more manageable his trail behavior becomes. 
  
This mustang has been a challenge.  He was supposed to be trained in natural horsemanship.  
Bunch of hoey!  He learned to face his human in the round pen and says:  OK, we are done 
now.  So to have a buddy push him forward is really helpful to this old human.  There are lots of 
bugs to work out.  I am working on them.  Focus on the 80% good stuff.  
--------------- 
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   Lauman Training is doing a new exciting program called Interactive Internet Lessons.  They 
have worked hundreds of mustangs and have had a lot of success.  In this interactive learning they 
are taking a barely handled paint filly and showing you everything from catching her daily, to 
picking up her feet, to getting her respect and focus, to lunging, sacking out, etc. and they show 
you everything!  Nothing is hidden!  It is an hour a day, 5 days a week, 20 days a month, showing 
you how to get the same results!  They even encourage questions that they will answer them in the 
next video! They are having an introductory fee of just $25 per month to watch the videos on line or 
$55 per month if you want the daily videos put on disk and sent to you.  Go to 
www.laumantraining.com and click on the Interactive Learning tab on the far right and then you can 
sign in and sign up!  There is a page there explaining how to get signed up.  If you have any 
questions send them an e-mail, someone will get back to you right away! 
--------------- 
   I'm no horse trainer but we have three mustangs, one which we had to restart, one of which my 
husband trained and one whom is very trained. The one we restarted would first run like crazy in 
the round pen, then there are sometimes she will just walk like she has something wrong very 
sluggish, but put her on the lunge line or take her out of the round pen and she's got all kinds of 
energy... She is one of those ones that hates confined areas. My suggestion would be to lunge in 
the round pen with a lunge line and for sure get the basics down, and not move onto anything until 
you have that down and then move onto liberty and get that down. Try doing the Clinton anderson 
stuff it really works. Watch RFDTV it has alot of helpful stuff... Plus go to Kitty Laumans site she 
has videos of when she trained Ranger good stuff... Good luck. 
--------------- 
   1, Once again do a fecal egg count to be sure he sure the worms are gone. 
   2, I like mark Rashid's Groundriving 101 DVD,  It's a little pricey but I think it's worth it. 
--------------- 
   You seemed to have answered your own question with ñwithout mastering the basics, especially 
the trust and respectò. He has been with you for barely one month! Whatôs the rush? My Mustang 
was much younger at 7 months, but when I think back on it, the most important thing I did for him 
was to go for long walks. He could graze, see plastic bags (I call it plastic garbage as opposed to 
cut trees/logs which are wood garbage), experience cars in the neighbor hood and see other 
horses. He would always call out to them ñare you my herd?ò.  
 
Do you have any other horse(s)? He probably misses his buddies and feels insecure without them. 
Sounds like he is depressed, e.g., ñvery sluggishò.  If there are other horses in your neighborhood, I 
think taking him for relaxed walks where he could at least see other horses, learn to pay attention 
to you, walk nicely on the lead, and get a bite here and there. Going for the walks can be a reward 
and routine that is ñspecialò for you and him. Hopefully, the extra attention like a good grooming 
first, your special time, and always carrying some kind of treat for when he does what you ask of 
him will help him bond to you while he learns what you expect. If I was a wild horse alone and 
confined to a paddock, I would be depressed and get very excited at the chance to explore. My 
Mustang also really likes to hear ñwhat a good boyò as much as possible. I would praise him 
whenever he does something right, like when he took off on you but then let you remind him he 
was on a lead.  
 
One more thing, do you have any place he can run around, buck, etc, and work off some steam? 
He usually rolls first then we play the ñIôm going to get youò game until he has had enough, then he 
faces me and if I open the gate, comes over to continue on with our routine. 
--------------- 

http://www.laumantraining.com/
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   This is a classic and important issue, and my response is rather broad so as to provide some 
ideas to anyone who is working with a new wild horse that tends to go from introvertive to 
overstimulated.  

I'm not a fan of overdoing things in the round pen.  Some horses tend to "dumb down" in the pen 
and then get overstimulated when they finally get out in the real world.  I generally don't start 
horses in the round corral, particularly those that have introvertive tendencies.  Once the horse is 
haltered and will give consistently to the lead rope, we do walkabouts, and as soon as the horse is 
leading reliably we head out to the obstacle course.  

Rusty, an 11 year old Virginia Range gelding on his third day on lead.  

   
 

              A couple of days later. 

   

Here's my issue with too much round penning early on.  

Frank Bell put it best.  "The three most important elements to accomplish when first working with a 
wild horse are bonding, bonding and bonding.  Everything else comes from that."  

The round pen is certainly an excellent training tool for a variety of reasons, but what most wild 
horses are going to perceive is that they are being chased - sent forward due to the energy being 
asserted by the trainer.  Some horses are naturally hyperkinetic and being worked in the round pen 
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actually provides some release.  More introvertive horses can actually be disturbed by the round 
pen and lose confidence.  Therefore it is critical to select the approach that produces the best 
results from each individual horse.  

My initial objective is for the horse to engage me as his handler with a cooperative mind set.  He 
needs to learn to trust my requests and follow my cues.  In the early stages of desensitization and 
gentling he is more likely to do that if he is following me rather than running from me.  I don't want a 
barely started horse to worry that any quick motion from me means to run off.  I've made that 
mistake with an introvertive horse and it's a hard one to correct.  So until the horse is pretty solid 
with all the sights and sounds from me and his environment, we focus on "following the feel," or 
walking on a loose lead, and even following off lead, in response to our cues.  

Why horse puzzles?  

Some horses are adaptive thinkers that can learn a response to a cue in a relatively sterile round 
pen and then reliably repeat that behavior outside among a variety of stimuli. However many 
horses need to develop the skill of maintaining focus on their handlers when in less confining and 
more stimulating environments.  So how can we make this transition?  

We can start by putting a couple of ground poles in the round pen.  The horse has to think about 
his feet when longeing or he'll bump the poles.  Usually after a couple of bumps, the horse has 
increased his spatial awareness while being longed and worked.  Then we might add a couple of 
barrels or other safe objects for the horse to consider while being worked.  We will work the horse 
on the line as opposed to at liberty as we need him to respond consistently to our line cues once 
outside the round pen.  

Then outside the pen we'll set up something simple but familiar such as walk over poles, a longeing 
star, labyrinth, etc., over / through which we will lead the horse until he is comfortable, then longe 
the horse.  Now the horse is developing skills relative to paying attention to cues from the handler 
and rope while at the same time processing his environment and paying attention to where he puts 
his feet.  There is evidence that this kind of dynamic learning stimulates the horse's cerebral cortex, 
which can significantly boost new skill / behavior retention.  

Basically if the horse is simply reacting to our cues, he's simply avoiding pressure, a right brain 
function.  Some behaviors such as "stay out of my space" or "stay off my foot" can be successfully 
taught by triggering right brain responses.  However if we can create situations where the horse is 
encouraged to think, he will process new stimuli more effectively and less reactively, and he is 
more likely to pick up on the subtle nuances of our cues and body language.  

Some safety issues.  

Having a horse who isn't looking for cues to be sent running away is important as we undertake 
more "personal" tasks with the horse.  He needs to stay focused and not worry that every little 
unfamiliar movement from a human is a cue to move away.  

Rusty's first trim 
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Then when making the transition into entirely new situations, such as getting the horse used to 
humans above his body area, it is often best to start out using the familiar "follow the feel" of the 
lead rope and walking behind the new, scary thing.  

   

Rusty is still taking cues from his primary handler while experiencing something completely new. 

 

After 9 sessions.  Far from "trained" but on a good path. 


