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From Cindy:  

Favorite quote this  week:  "You cannot do a kindness too soon, for 

you never know how soon it will be too late."  Ralph Waldo Emerson  

Reno Rodeo Parade - Saturday, June 19th  

Come join us and show off your Burros and Mustangs!  Lead, ride, drive...whatever you are most 
comfortable with....Colors for people and critters - Red, White and Blue, with the main color being "RED" 
  
We have the Reno Orthopedic Parking Lot (On Arlington between 5th and 6th) to stage in.  (We have to 
leave the parking lot spotless...so bring brooms, apple pickers, bags, and water to rinse down urine.) 
  
We have to be in line at 9:00 AM (At the Washoe County Courthouse Parking lot between Liberty and 
Court Streets) - the parade starts at 10:00 AM. 
  
Bart and I will be at the Reno Orthopedic Parking lot sometime around 7 - 7:30 AM 
  
Sure hope to see lots of folks there!   
 

Reno Folks....Mark Your Calendars (please!)  

Texas Road House  - FUND RAISER - See Flyer, Page 23.  July 8th  (Reno, NV) Please come out 

and support our fund raiser, have good food, and visit with other Mustang supporters.   

For Wild Horse and Burro Expo  

WILD HORSE AND BURRO EXPO is quickly approaching.  If you are wondering how 

you can support our event...here are some opportunities..  

$25.00 Ribbon Sponsorships                         $125.00 Buckle Sponsorships 

Silent Auction Donations - The silent auction that we have at the Wild Horse and Burro Expo is 

our largest fund raiser.  The Auction has everything from earrings, horse feeders, to books and DVD's.     

Putting up flyers and posters.  If you can put up flyers or posters at your local tack store, grocery 

store, break room at work..etc...this is a HUGE help....I'll mail flyers to you - email me cbLawrnc@aol.com 

What's happening at this years Wild Horse and Burro Expo (Aug 20-22): 

Bomb Proofing Clinics:  Willis Lamm and his wonderful Least Resistance Training Concept 

folks are setting up a trail course at our Wild Horse and Burro Expo for the Inmates to use with the Prison 
Trained horses on Friday.  Saturday, after the Mustang Adoption of prison gentled Mustangs, Willis is 
offering a free clinic for the new adopters, and if there are openings, others can join in the clinic.  Sunday 
there will be two Bomb Proofing Clinics open for everyone at 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  It is a first come 
first served basis, so if you are interested in either of these clinics,  email Betty Retzer to reserve 
your spot. blretzer@yahoo.com 
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Question 1: Ever since Fly season(grrr) Koda has been really bothered..We have every 
fly spray and ointment made I think? We  have a full fly mask on  her..  , We have the fly 
predators.. and she is bobbing , bobbing her head constantly .. Now Steady Eddie 
doesn't seem  to be bothered as much/ 

She dips her head in Water, Stands in the Sprinklers...What else can we do? More fly 
predators??  

 
  Equi-spot worked great for our burros 
-------------- 
   We have a four year old mustang mare that just last year became very sensitive to 
the flys.  She will actually lay down so she can nip/gnaw on her hind legs to scratch 
them.  It is so sad to see.  We have tried every fly spray out there, medicated 
shampoos, completely covering her with mask, sheets, fly leg boots, etc.  This year we 
have started feeding her straight granulated garlic from the grocery store.  Its been 
about two weeks now and in the past week I haven't seen her scratching near as much.  
Granted you walk past her stall and it smells like Olive Garden but she seems happier. 
-------------- 

   They sell fly bait poison that works (comes in a little can) I found it in a hardware 
store.   There are dome-shaped fly traps that are disposable, but I've found they can be 
re-used if you can stand hosing it out (kind of gross, but they're too expensive)  you just 
have to add more attractant.   Oh and I found that placing a few flat rocks around a 
fresh manure pile and placing the dome trap on top really attracts the flies to the trap!!  
(The opening the flies go into on the dome trap is at the bottom and they fly up into it - 
propping it on the rocks leaves a little room between the pile and the trap for them to get 
in.)  They are the traps I like best after using all.   The second best are the plastic bag 
hanging type.   If you have a huge fly population anything that can get a huge kill-off will 
get you the upper hand for a while.    So buy lots of traps and use all at once to get a big 
kill off.        Beware evil neighbors who will ruin your life over the flies  -  I have a horrible 
neighbor who hates us and the horses because we apparently breed flies and send 
them all over to his house.   Ugggghhhhh!!!!!!!! 

------------- 

  I think that keeping your horse pens free of manure and covering your manure pile 
with a tarp helps but I am not sure if this will interfere with your fly predators ability to do 
their work.  Also, the disposable Rescue flay traps really do work ï mine fill up fast.  The 
yellow jacket ones work really well too but not until later in the season.  If your horse 
has a full mask on  I wonder if the sound of buzzing around her face is prompting her to 
bob her head(?). If it is, I know people who use horse ear plugs for sound sensitive 
horses.   

------------- 



 

P
a

g
e5

 

   Sounds like a flying insect problem but not flies, Exactly what kind of lying insects are 
you having a problem with First? Then treat from there. We always use the next step up 
for fly predators 1-5 use 6-7 instead but you have to remember that predators don't kill 
ALL flies only certain ones. also do you have horses or cow property next to you and if 
so how are those people taking care of their insect issues. You could be getting their 
overflow? Can you move your horses off your property for 15 days to another location? 
if so give that a try. Break the cycle of them being there and that can help a lot of the 
times I.E. the bugs take off to better feeding grounds.     

------------- 

   We do all of the above too, including regular shipments of fly predators and those 
stinky bags that trap biting flies.   Torrential rain in KY followed by extreme heat made 
bugs of all kinds flourish.   The fly predators only take care of certain species, as you 
know.   We use masks with ears on as many as possible because some pesty black 
gnats suck blood inside their ears.  Then we saw them biting right behind the ears 
where the masks quit.  Bots were out already buzzing around their legs in May.  Small 
horseflies too.   Usually we don't see these pests for another month.   It took some work 
on our part, but we have 13/15 of our horses and donkeys acclimated to full body spray, 
including spray on the muzzle, ears, groin, bellies, etc.  I have to spray certain areas 
daily, no matter how long the spray says it lasts.  I poured the spray into one of the little 
atomizer travel bottles which has a much finer spritz and started squirting their ears 
inside and out as well as little blasts around their muzzle where the masks quit every 
day.   Only 2 need a halter now.   The rest just stand because they have figured out the 
spray gives relief.   When your horse gets wet, it is diluting the spray.   I know they say it 
last, but when it rains, we have to start over.   Some of our horses don't have flies  
hanging on them as seriously as others.  Some muzzles below the mask get eaten up 
while others aren't bitten and one donkey is just a bug magnet.   I just buy a quality 
spray by the gallon and fill bottles and do it every day to give them relief.   What works 
for us is Absorbine Ultra EX (and they have coupons online).   Pyrhana is my second 
choice.    

  

If you have any area where she likes to stand, you can try the pennies in a water filled 
baggie thing.  You fill a heavy baggie half filled with water, add 2-3 pennies and hang 
several over your horse or at gates where she walks.     
  

Lastly, we put out Golden Marlin in areas where horses, cats and dogs can't get to it, 
like on an old table on a feed sack.   It is a fly a poison that you sprinkle down.   If you 
have a concrete aisle way, sprinkle it down and sweep up the hundreds of dead flies 
every day.    
-------------------- 

    That's a tough one. I use the Bronco Fly Spray, and it works pretty well. It even works 
on those little no see em gnats. 

-------------------- 
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   We are using Equi-Spot. Our horse had a ton of ticks and flies on him. He was constantly 
stomping and tossing his head. The ticks were horrible. I asked around online and it was 
repeatedly recommended to try equi-spot. The box says it last for 2 weeks but everyone and our 
experience shows only a little over one week.  It worked well for us and it is quick and simple. 
Good luck 

-------------------- 

   Fly traps stink but they do trap a lot of flies 

-------------------- 

  My only thought would be to check for ear mites or something other than the flies as the 
problem, especially as your other horse doesn't seem to be bothered by the flies. 

-------------------- 

   The type of flies, humidity, temperature and other factors can effect how troublesome flies 
can be.  It seems like different fly products work best in specific circumstances.  Obviously your 
products aren't helping you. 
 
Some ideas to check into include Apache fly bait,   An automatic spray system for stalls 
sometimes works well, such as the Pyranha system. There are rub-on (stick) products and drip 
on products that can be 
applied near tormented areas and provide longer lasting relief.  Just try different things until you 
find what works reasonably well. 

-------------------- 

  We purchased the fly traps and hung them around the area.  The kind that you fill with water 
and break open the fly attractant inside the bag. We tried a few different kinds to see which one 
worked the best.  Some worked great and others didn't do a thing.  You can get them for around 
5 dollars at home depot.  They catch hundreds of flies, and when it is full of corpses, throw it 
away and get another one.  We have noticed an unbelievable amount of less flies bothering our 
guys. 

-------------------- 

   For excellent fly control check out this website www.gotnoflies.com. I use these two per 
horse.  People always comment that I have horses and poultry and NO flies.  

They have a newer model that is plastic I'm going to try this year.  

The phone number of the person who builds them is 530-913-4110. Her name is Anessa.  

Please contact me for more testimonial. I have used these traps for years.  
-------------------- 

   We use ground garlic from SPRINGTIME Products, I add it to their food it takes a little while, 
but it does work.  I cannot use fly spray, I am allergic to it, therefore, instead I use SKIN SO 
SOFT from AVON  and mix it with water in a spray bottle and apply as I would fly spray.  If the 
coverage is to sporatic, I apply the mixture by hand with a rag dipped in the solution.   It seems 
to work for us.  Good Luck. 
-------------------- 

http://www.gotnoflies.com/
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Question 2: We have brought in a new horse about 3 weeks ago, he is an 8 year old 
paint that was proud gelded. He can at times act very studly and we are unable to put 
him into the field yet with my Mustang, Cowboy and our Appy Mare, Oakley. I notice 
Cowboy will run the herd away from the paddock where the paint horse is (keep in mind 
this is a herd of just the Appy mare, 1 mini horse, a donkey and 5 goats). Cowboy is so 
attached to Oakley now that it has become difficult to ride anywhere away from her. Itôs 
almost as if he is worried the paint horse will do something to the herd. My question, do 
you think it would be beneficial to add another mare or two to our herd? Should we turn 
this paint horse out in the big field with my Mustang and mare? I know there may be a 
disagreement but I'm hoping they will overcome this. Has anyone had any issues with 
their Mustangs taking over the herd and becoming very protective? He is definitely 
using what he has learned out in the wild and I just believe our herd of only 3 average 
size horses is not enough, Especially with only one mare. Cowboy and Navajo (the 
paint horse) will scream back and forth as if they are going to challenge each other. I 
can say that when I am handling my mustang from either the ground or riding, he does 
listen to me and so does Navajo, the paint. Navajo has had a history of horse to horse 
aggression from what I have learned.  

     I usually keep mares and geldings separate from each other.  I will put one gelding 

with a mare or a group of mares but I do not group geldings with one mare ï this seems 
to create problems.  With a proud cut horse I think you could have some serious fighting 
if you put him with the gelding and mare.  What about keeping the two geldings together 
and then the mare can be with the mini, donkey and goats? 

------------------ 

   We always need more horses, save them all !!!! First is it practical for you to have 
more? Can you afford it under ANY circumstances? If those two basic questions are yes 
then here it is. The old cowboy myth of 'Proud gelded" holds as much water in the real 
world as throwing their nuts behind them when gelding them so they wont spend the 
rest of their lives trying to get them back, no such thing.. Males are males and that is all 
there is to it. We have 16 horses, 9 Mares( incl 2 donkeys) and filly's and 7 geldings. 
The geldings range from being castrated at 8 months old to the ripe old age of 20 years 
old after a very active stud carrier when the deed was done. They all live in the same 
area together (2 acres) and have their differences and have worked out who has the 
most guts to get beat up by the alpha mare.  A good alpha mare will always put order 
into a group of geldings if dominant enough or get beat up all the time if they are very 
subservient, it depends on the mare/filly. If you have one and if not then borrow a round 
pen, put it up in the paddock you keep your other horses. start on a Saturday or if you 
are home all the time then any day and put the paint in the pen 24/7. They can reach 
each other safely that way and still provide a barrier. Leave him in there for a few days 
to a week, depends on what you are seeing. Then one morning that you are going to be 
around all day feed all the horses and make sure you have 2 more piles of hay spread 
out from the others at least 30', I will assume you feed in piles placed at least 20' apart 
from each other now. let the other horses start eating then let the new guy out to join 
them at his own pile and eat. grab a chair and your coffee and sit there and be prepared 
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for anything that can happen until they are completely done with their food. they will 
probably posture, chase each other around or the whole herd may chase him around for 
awhile. they will figure it out, don't separate the mustang from his mare for a week 
though, let him and the other horse get comfortable with each other first. You may even 
find that they will attempt to or dry breed, gelded or not. geldings act the way they do 
because people assume that is the way they are supposed to act, not because they will 
all the time.   Yes Mustang males will take control of a group if they can especially if 
there is a foal present, they may take up the role of protector of the mare and foal.   

-------------- 

   If you put the Paint out with the mustang and the mare then yes, they will overcome 
their disagreement BUT it will happen by one of the geldings taking over the herd and 
the other one getting kicked out.  If they are each desperate enough to keep the herd, 
one or both will get hurt.  Yes, your mustang is afraid that the Paint is going to take his 
herd while he's gone, and has become more herdbound.  He was there first, it is his 
herd.  If you want to get more mares so they each have a herd, then you won't have any 
problem finding horses for sure.  People are giving them away right and left now.  I 
suspect that even if you get more horses, you still won't be able to put these two 
together. 
    OK, I am mustang-loyal, I admit, but I would probably get rid of the Paint.  I have had 
studly geldings before (which has nothing to do with being "proud cut", it only means 
that they produce more testosterone in their adrenal gland than normal) and usually 
they are more trouble than they are worth.  If you want to spend money on it, you can 
have your vet do a hormone assay on the Paint.  If he has excessive testosterone and 
you know for sure that he was properly gelded (not a cryptorchid hiding a testicle) then I 
doubt there's much you can do about his excessive studliness.  If he has normal 
hormone levels, then he might benefit from more training and a tiring job.   

----------------    

   Adding another mare will not solve your problem unless you create a separate pasture 
for the new mare or gelding and Navajo to buddy up.   Putting them all together now will 
result in some issues and probably some battling and a re-shifting of power.  If your 
pasture is big enough for one to get out of the way, they will settle it.   On last week's 
episode of Dennis Reis on RFDTV he dealt with a problem just like this.   One horse 
had a trust issue with humans and one nailed and bit others in the herd.  He did the 
groundwork with one while the other was in the arena.   Then he made sure the one he 
was riding, the bully, followed all cues and he ponied the other one around.   They got 
used to each other plus learned to lead, move, etc.   Many people swear by trailering 
both horses together, side by side, for a short trip.   They then buddy up.   A lot of folks 
won't mix geldings and mares in pastures because of the hormones.    

For just the reasons you are concerned about, we place certain horses together in 
pastures that work out well.   We haven't noticed the mustangs being more protective.   
But we have one Arab gelding that was a stud until age 11, and he runs the roost.   We 
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only pasture him with wise mature mares that read his clear body language.   Two other 
domestic horses are nasty to pasture mates and both came as "rescues" with issues.    

------------------- 

    Wow - you are expressing so many issues, the best I could suggest is to start 
studying horsemanship from as many good experts as you can, and keep learning. 

------------------- 

   This situation is a little complicated.  First off, do you know for sure that the paint 
horse is proud cut?  Some geldings just act studdy but they may not be totally 
hormonally driven. 
 
Next, it's classic behavior for the gelding to want to protect his herd and prevent the 
paint horse from disrupting his social order. 
 
One thing I like to try is to take the two rivals out together, generally haul them to some 
unfamiliar large corral or arena and mix them with some other horses.  The idea is to 
keep the group moving so nobody can fixate and line up on another horse in the group, 
but natural instincts will usually cause your two rivals to join up to fend off the strange 
horses.  It doesn't always work according to plan but it works often enough. 
 
Bringing in another mare for the paint horse can also help settle things, in addition to the 
forced buddy issue described above.  Then the mustang will have his girl and goats and 
the paint will have a social companion.  If the paint is occupied with a newcomer the 
mustang may feel less threatened.  You can always take the paint and mustang out 
together on rides until the mustang doesn't feel so insecure.  If you need a "friend" for 
the paint horse, there's a really sweet teenage mustang mare that really needs a home.  
She needs some remedial saddle work because she's a little edgy about things on her 
right side but should be a low maintenance pasture buddy that might make a decent 
trail horse. 

--------------------- 

   Mix them and let them work it out.  They will.  Make sure they have room to move 
around though when they are deciding who is going to be the dominant one. Our 
mustang was a little dominant, but respectful of the others.  He became the third in the 
pecking order, and when we had to put one of our guys down a few weeks ago, he 
moved right up the ladder.  They know, and he still knows that one of our mares runs 
the roost. 

-------------------- 
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Question 3: I have a year old colt that wants to nip how do I correct him of this new 
habit. I do understand that this is also a way of them playing. Need help. 

   Play with his lips & tongue to the point of annoyance 
----------------- 
  The moment he nips...smack him.  You don't have to do a "Blazing Saddles" punch 
that knocks him out...just enough that he knows you mean business.  If he was in a 
herd, and bit momma, she'd bite or kick....YOU are the leader, BE the leader.  Do NOT 
tolerate disrespect.  
----------------- 
  You stated he is a yearling colt.  If he is not gelded this is something I exprienced with 
a colt of mine.  I had a 9 month old mustang that all of a sudden started acting out.  He 
constantly nipped at me, pulled on my shirt sleeves, was pacing alot in his stall.  I finally 
determined it was those little teenage boy hormones kicking in.  At 1 year old we gelded 
him and the behaviors stopped pretty much over night. 
----------------- 

  Use some duct tape and poke a bunch of tacks (flat headed push-pins) through it 
then wrap it around your hand or wrist with the tacks pointing up from the back of your 
hand and also around your elbow.    If/when he goes to nip at your arm or hand make 
sure he catches the tacks to his nose,  (you can add a little tap to make sure it makes 
it's point  - not hitting him, just a bump. you want the effect to be from his action - not 
you popping him one)   He will 'get the point' that it is not a fun thing to nip you!   This 
was advised to me by a lifelong horsewoman and it worked with our nippy guy.    Good 
luck!  :) 

----------------- 

      I just went to a clinic and the clinician said do not smack the youngster who nips 
because he will think it is a game and continue trying to spar with you. If you smack 
really hard or aggressively you will simply make him head shy.  He recommended 
making him move his feet ï i.e. back him up, circle him, make him move his 
hindquarters etc.  This means you probably will not want to spend time with him when 
he is not on a halter and lead.  I know that some trainers do not like to over handle 
youngsters ï they get them halter broke so they can handle them for trimming and vet 
care and hauling and then they pretty much ignore them - let them grow up and leave 
them alone while they are growing up.  It is nice if they have another youngster to play 
with if possible.  Give him a jolly ball to play with ï they are about $15-$20 depending 
on if they are on sale. 

----------------- 

   This is not the "accepted" method or suggestion but here it is, take it as it works for 
you. We let our horses grab our clothing or even suck on our hands, mares are much 
more trustworthy of this then geldings for sure ( they know how hard they are biting 
compared to boys who just bite for the fun and hell of it ) You can teach them to do it 
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with no harm to you or you can simply tap him on the nose and mouth every time he 
does it, you don't need to smack him just tap him firmly or snap your finger on his lip 
when he does it. He will learn pretty fast if you are consistent that you don't tolerate 
that.IF he doesn't get the idea quickly enough ( less is more always) then grab his upper 
lip between two fingers and pinch, that will get him to learn to back off real quick.    

----------------- 

  As a yearling, it is normal for colts to be nippy.  Not acceptable, but normal.  It is 
also NOT acceptable for him to play with humans in this manner.  Hopefully, he has 
equine friends he can play with.  I would get him gelded if he is not, and I would try not 
to give him an opportunity to nip me.  I have seen lots of cases where the person has 
made a big deal out of a nippy colt, and created a worse problem than there was in the 
first place.   I've seen people approach their colt with a "don't you dare nip me" attitude, 
and it becomes a challenge to the colt.  Or else the colt becomes head-shy, and still 
can't help nipping, so you have this bite-then-panic scenario going on. 

    Here's where you have to walk a fine line between making it absolutely clear that the 
colt may not put his face on you at all, and ignoring as much of his behavior as you 
can.  Do not hand feed him, do not pet and kiss his face.  If you give him affection (and 
you should) make it a nice withers or belly scratch or inside the hind legs.  Be very 
businesslike in your handling of him.  Use Parelli or Anderson groundwork to keep him 
busy. and maybe teach him tricks.  Keep a stick in your hand and make the colt stay 
way out of your space.  If he can stand still, great.  If he can't, or is creeping up on you, 
send him out and make him work.  Do not invite him into your space...you go to him.  If 
you need to whack him, do it under the jaw or chest or underside of neck.  Try not to let 
him see it coming.  Make it count, then pretend like nothing happened.  Do not peck at 
him and do not make it a fight. 
      You won't have to be this tough on him forever.  He may learn quickly, or it may take 
a year for him to grow out of it.  When he is reliable about staying out of your space, you 
can invite him in sometimes.  Make your wishes very clear so that there is no 
misunderstanding when you want him to come in and when he is to go away.  When he 
seems to be getting over his nippiness, you can start to pet his head more.  If he nips, 
immediately send him out and put him to work.   
    Sometimes nippy colts enjoy wearing a snaffle bit that they can play with.  Don't have 
reins on it or anything, just put the headstall on over the halter and go about your 
normal business.   

----------------- 

   Our young mustang was terrible about this.    For days we used the elbow block 
method.   Every time he tried, he ran into an elbow.   I believe I did this one day about 
100 times.  It works for most horses, but he didn't care.  You should try it first.    So 
then we used the next sure fire method:   MOVE HIS FEET.   This requires a few days 
with a confirmed nipper, a 12' lead and halter, time undisturbed, and patience. First he 
has to understand how to disengage hips both ways, direct and drive, back, etc.  Every 
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time he tried to nip, he was told to move.   If I had to drive him around in a mini-circle, 
fine.  I spent time with him by brushing, picking up feet, leading, etc.  When he nipped, I 
moved him with conviction, but as he challenged me with wills, I amped the movement 
up to "gusto".   You can go in reverse if you want, but with a youngster, I like moving 
forward and following other ground commands.   So if he chooses to bite, he has to 
work and you will direct those feet to work.   You can see their mind thinking through 
this.   You will eventually see him start to nip and then rethink it.  Always stand quiet and 
give relief when he is behaving.  When you tries to nip, move him.  Do it for a few days 
and he will make the right decision.   Resist the desire to pop him with a halter or whip, 
etc., because you then set up the challenge.   Instead, direct him the same way another 
horse would...move him out and direct his feet.    These horses often need physical stuff 
to do.   We gave ours a horseball which he beat up on everything including himself and 
a plastic barrel to push around.    PS.   Ours was so bad about nipping that even getting 
the halter on was a nip fest.   He tried to mouth it, chew up the lead, nip us, 
everything.  Once we got the halter on, about 3 days of moving his feet changed 
everything.    

----------------- 

   My yearling was like that too, they are young and think it's ok to nibble and bite us, 
don't smack them in the face or mouth though. You can massage their muzzle firmly 
until they think that's not so fun to try and nibble you. I also found that keeping his feet 
busy like backing, working him seems to help too. Don't dwell on it, if he tries, back him 
up, and then act like it never happened. they soon will get over it. 

----------------- 

   Nippy yearling:  try and set him up for a nip and stick your pinkie finger up his 
nostril.  Do not hit, do not shout, do not pinch. 

 Just a quick shove and your nail will irritate his nasal lining and make his eye water. 
  
He may do it again, then you do it again.  Bet he won't nip a third time. 
  
My old stallion amazed his new owners when the found out he did NOT BITE!   
  
Word of warning, if you have really long nails, trim them. 

----------------- 

  Young horses nip. They like to explore the world with their mouth, just as human 
toddlers do. That said, it isn't safe. The best advice I've been given is just to not let it 
happen. Teach the horse to stand outside your "imaginary hula hopp" of personal 
space. And keep the little guy busy. Teach him things, take him places, keep his mind 
occupied with learning new things so he doesn't have time to stand around and think 
about nipping. These two strategies will go a lot farther than punishing him after the fact. 



 

P
a

g
e1

3
 

Generally punishment is not real effective, but it can be effective in creating head-
shyness. 

PS - you say "colt" - is that as in "intact stud colt"? If so, you are in for all the more 
mouthiness, but it isn't just youthful curiosity and boredom, it's also studly dominance. 
Gelding him is highly recommended. 

----------------- 

  I've always heard that when a horse goes to  nip you need to immediately "scare him 
to death" whether that mean a quick slap on the nose or yelling and throwing up your 
arms, make him think that his nipping is the cause of his panic or fear. 

----------------- 

  Our little philly did that also, you will probably hear many different ideas on how to 
handle it.  I kind of like the way that Ryan Gingerich deals with it.  He talked about it 
recently and said to ignore it if they are just feeling around with their lips, but if they 
begin to take hold, then address the issue.  But, DON'T smack them in the face.  When 
our little philly did it, we just pushed her face away, not hard, but gentle and after 
several times, she gave up.  She would usually want to chew on the lead rope, which 
was fine, because she became bored with that and eventually stopped.  

----------------- 

  Colts will sometimes nip when anxious, when playing or when they want 
attention.  Regardless of the motivation, they cannot be allowed to develop this 

behavior into a habit. 
 

My best experience has been to not overreact but show the youngster that this is 
not approved behavior.  Being calm and consistent are two key points.  Here is a 
tip sheet we put together on nippy horses back in '95 that provides some ideas 

for safe and sane correction. 
 

KBR Quick Tip 
 

Lippy, Nippy Horses  

Don't Teach Your Horse to Bite!  

© 1995, Willis & Sharon Lamm 

Horse bites are serious business. Whether playful or serious, they hurt, tear 
clothes, and establish in the horse's mind that it's OK to put teeth on humans. 
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One woman in our area died when her horse bit her in the throat, so even playful 
approaches can have serious consequences.  

Having no hands or paws, horses by nature are very oral, their mouths being the only 
practical tool with which to explore their environment. Grooming, caressing, scolding, 
and signs of dominance between horses all typically include oral displays and contact 
by lips and teeth.  

A young colt in a group of older horses will often introduce himself by clacking his teeth 
non-aggressively. "I'll scratch your back if you scratch mine" is an expected social 
behavior among horses and many experts attribute clacking as a request to join in. As 
horses get older, they will nip or bite each other to test who is dominant in the herd in 
addition to reciprocal grooming activities. It's important that we understand these 
different behaviors so that we can redirect them when our horses display these habits 
towards us.  

This information can be found at: http://www.kbrhorse.net/qt/nip.html 

-------------- 

   Nip that nipping problem in the bud" :)   Colts nip more than fillies I think, that is what 
they say, colts nip and fillies kick. We have a horse that arrived here as a biter, trouble 
is he is now 8 years old --he had been a very spoiled bottle fed orphan - had no 
boundaries with people, and he has been a constant thorn in my side. He does think he 
is funny, and yes he is playing, but he hurts people!  He is slightly better, but the cure 
should have been done by the person who raised him. Much harder to change this habit 
in a mature horse. Here is the only thing that ever helped:  I have put a lead rope for 
instance, in his mouth (instead of human flesh or our clothing!) and draw it back and 
forth side to side rubbing on his lower gums/bars, he likes the feeling, but he gets sick of 
it, then does not seem to need to bite and irritate us as much for quite a while 
afterwards. You have to do it long enough to be "too much" and not as pleasant. Also 
once you can start lunging him and getting his feet to move when he is in a pesky 
mood, that helps overall.  Some people just like to give horses a good smack on the 
neck for it, but that is really bad to do to a youngster!  But this other way works,  if you 
have the patience to keep doing it.  Hope this idea helps you 
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EVENTS  

Equestrian Calendar of events   
June 16-17,  Arabian Horse Assoc. Region 2 Sport Horse Pre-Show in Santa Barbara - contact Sharon (916) 645-
2288 
June 18-19,  AHA Region 2 Sport Horse Championship Show in Santa Barbara - contact Sharon (916) 645-2288 
June 19, Extreme Cowboy Horsemanship Skills Challenge Acton, contact Gary (661)816-7759  
RideNEasy@Antelecom.net    

June 19, Ground Training, Sensory Obstacles Clinic. San Diego. Mo Parga, Mounted Patrol Trainer, (619) 977-5576 
mmekenasparg@pd.sandiego.gov 

June 19, Driving Trail Trials in Hansen Dam area benefiting "Footprints 4 Life" Contact Vikki at (818) 383-0690 
summerhawkranch@hotmail.com 

June 20, C 20 Shadow Hills Trail Trial contact Terry  (818) 353-4682  sekaiser06@ca.rr.com 

June 20, Poker Run, Mustang-Spirit, Pinon Hills, CA Tania (760) 807-7558 taniabennett@mustang-spirit.org 

June 20, C 12 trail ride Cherry Cyn. Pasadena contact horseqrtrs@yahoo.com  parking at Rosebowl riders and BBQ. 

June 23-24, Arabian Horse Assoc Region 2 Pre-Show in Santa Barbara - contact Sharon (916) 645-2288 
June25-27, AHA Region 2 Championship Show in Santa Barbara - contact Sharon (916) 645-2288 
June 24-27, C 86 camp ride  Rancho Oso Santa Barbara contact Kim (661) 714-6038 horseride4me@yahoo.com  

June 25-27, Kernville Mule and Donkey show Contact japorter1@hughes.net or www.mulemakers.com or (760) 
378-2222 

June 26, ETI Convention Gymkhana contact Liz (805) 231-2346 Lgreenslitt@factoryeffex.com 

June 26-27, Cam Schryver Extreme Cowboy Race clinic Fillmore grandoteroequest@aol.com (805) 524-1625 

June 26,  gymkhana  Phelan contact Lisa (760) 596-2772 mycowboykiddos@gmail.com or 
www.dustyspurs30.webs.com   

June 26, Special Spirit Therapeutic Riding Center in Shadow Hills, Barn Party/Fundraiser Contact  (323)428-5005 
eva@specialspirit.org  

June 26, Bill Cameron UnExtreme Cowboy Challenge Clinic, Tehachapi, contact Evon Kurtz (661) 350-6577, 
evonkurtz@gmail.com 
June 26, natural horsemanship clinic at Rosebowl Riders.  Nancy  2rosewood@sbcglobal.net. Short ride before 
clinic and BBQ. 

June 27, C 35 Hi Pt horse show in Glendora JMetzmetz@aol.com 

June 27, Ranch Horse Versatilties shows at the Rosamond lynandjohn@thewishingstarranch.com 

June 27, Hi-5ŜǎŜǊǘ IƻǊǎŜƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎΦ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛƴ !ƴǘŜƭƻǇŜ Valley  call Jean  (661) 943-6132 Hidesertha@aol.com   

mailto:RideNEasy@Antelecom.net
mailto:mmekenasparg@pd.sandiego.gov
mailto:summerhawkranch@hotmail.com
mailto:sekaiser06@ca.rr.com
mailto:taniabennett@mustang-spirit.org
mailto:horseqrtrs@yahoo.com
mailto:horseride4me@yahoo.com
mailto:japorter1@hughes.net
http://www.mulemakers.com/
mailto:Lgreenslitt@factoryeffex.com
mailto:grandoteroequest@aol.com
mailto:mycowboykiddos@gmail.com
http://www.dustyspurs30.webs.com/
mailto:eva@specialspirit.org
mailto:evonkurtz@gmail.com
mailto:2rosewood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:JMetzmetz@aol.com
mailto:lynandjohn@thewishingstarranch.com
mailto:Hidesertha@aol.com
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June 27, Tehachapi Cowboy Challenge Race, Contact Jill  jillbn@yahoo.com, (661) 878-2932 

Cowboy Church Agua Dulce.  Always the last Friday of the month.  Potluck Dinner, live entertainment, and a short, 
but good cowboy story. There is no admission  (661) 268-8863 for directions and details 6:30 pm.  
cowboypastr@sbcglobal.net 

Agua Dulce Gymkhana last Saturday of the month DeBora (661)268-8760 deboratownson@msn.com   

Ranch Sorting every other Saturday Rocking J ranch in Santa Clarita call Barbara nrperformancehorse@gmail.com 
(818) 970-7251 

Team Penning, every Friday 6:30 p.m. Cow practice, Saturday mornings/appt only, Rosamond Arena contact Lyn 

(661) 313-2767 

July 4, C 36 Parade & Picnic Monte Nidoςcontact Stephanie (818)-222-pony Stephanie@abronson.com. 

July 4, Professional Bull Riders (PBR) at the Antelope Valley Fair  committee@showdownrodeo.com  (661) 575-

9800 

July 4, parade Santa Clarita sign up through http://www.scvleon.com/parade/ 

July 9, PRCA Rodeo at the Antelope Valley Fair  committee@showdownrodeo.com  (661) 575-9800 

July 10, ETI 37 evening Gymkhana in Thousand Oaks. Contact Melissa (805) 906-5656 
gymkhanaqueen@veryspeedy.net 

July 10, C 86 trail ride Mt. Pinos contact Kit (805) 520-9658  

July 10,  PRCA Rodeo at the Antelope Valley Fair  committee@showdownrodeo.com  (661) 575-9800 

July 11, ETI Convention Invitational Trail Trial contact Kimberly Jdwight@aol.com or (661) 478-2770 
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