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From Cindy:  

Favorite Quote of the week:  "We have all been placed on 

this earth to discover our own path, and we will never be happy 

if we live someone else's idea of life."   James Van Praagh  

 

I 'm going to be in and out for the next two 

weeks, so I'm going to suspend the newsletter 

for a few weeks....We will get back on schedule 

for a 5/28 newsletter. Go ahead and sen d in any 

questions you  have , that  way we will be ready 

for  questions on 5/24..  

 

Happy Mothers Day to all you Mom's out there!  
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Question 1: With the BLM adoptions starting nationwide, I have a question. 

I am going to a BLM adoption and I wanted to know what I should look for in choosing a 
horse out of all those in the pens.  How do I know what their personality will be like and 
what should I look for in conformation?  My fencing is 5ô. 

    I have read that the people that end up with a wonderful horse say that they went to 
the pens and the one that kept looking at them and was totally curious with them that is 
the one they got and they ended up very happy. When we went to expos the ones that 
stayed in the back of the stalls didn't seem to be very social and look for one that is the 
middle of the pecking order. good luck 

--------------------------------------- 

   For what it's worth, we went first thing on the second day.  There weren't as many 
people etc.  This was the third time we'd been to an adoption.  We did not adopt the first 
two time because we didn't have everything we thought we needed lined up (we just 
went to look). We adopted a yearling.  I think the younger they are the easier they are to 
work with.   The little guy we adopted came up to us he liked to be petted.  I know very 
little about conformation but our guy is going to have a short back (thing that good0 and 
relatively long legs compared to his back.)  I'm told this will make them a little more 
bouncy to ride, but he can't be any worse than our Morgan, who is really bo0uncy.  
Buddy was gentled within a week and with in about three weeks were putting him in the 
pasture with the Morgan mare.  That's our experience.  he a sweet little horse and we've 
grown very fond of him.  Our two year old grand son has a stuffed horse he calls 
Buddy..   

--------------------------------------- 

  This is not going to be a popular answer but ñDo not buy a Mustang as you obviously 
donôt know what you are doing.ò If you need to be told what to look for you donôt know 
what you are doing. Mustangs are not pets. In the wrong hands, i.e. inexperienced 
hands, you will have a horse you canôt do anything with. You will end up neglecting 
him/her and selling it to someone else who will then have a TOUGH problem to deal 
with. We all have seen this before. I know you mean well but this is not a rescue dog 
you can save. (From Cindy: I allowed this answer - because I know the person who 
asked the question and this person is experienced with Mustangs.  The question was 
asked as a way to get people to think about adopting a wild Mustangs.  I even emailed 
with this person about this question)  

--------------------------------------- 
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   Someone new to mustangs should adopt a younger horse, a  yearling. Geldings are 
usually easier to gentle than fillies, but personally, I like fillies better. I like a little bit of 
hormone in a horse, a little bit of defiance. If I were choosing a yearling, I'd pick one 
based on conformation and how I intend to use that horse in the future. Do you want a 
light riding or cart horse, or a big-boned horse that can carry a pack or a heavy man? I 
look at the legs, the pasterns, and the feet, especially, but it is really hard to judge a 
horse that you can't get close to, that you can't position from all sides (for instance if you 
can get a straight-on view from the rear, you will see if the horse is severely cow-
hocked, and can rule that horse out). Longer pasterns will mean a smoother ride than 
short ones, but the pasterns will be a bit less strong than short ones, too. Bigger feet 
usually mean the horse will be more sure-footed. Legs should be straight. It is hard to 
judge a yearling's conformation accurately, since the horse has a lot of growing to do; it 
is normal for a younger horse to have a rump higher than his back. You may want to 
look for a shorter backed-horse with a wider chest; they tend to be stronger. Avoid 
horses who seem to be star gazing, with a neck that looks like it was put on the horse 
upside down. I don't like white eyes, either, and I never select a horse based on coat 
color alone. At the very least, you can pick one with clear eyes and a healthy coat. I 
didn't follow my own advice there either, because I took home an auction left-over, a 3-
strike horse. Once I got my filly home and gave her proper nutrition and medical care, 
she grew into a shiny, healthy girl (the attached picture is my Mustang after 10 months 
of TLC). I wouldn't trade her for a fancy five-gaited show horse now.  
 
Regarding personality, if you spend time observing the horses as they interact with one 
another in the pens, you will get an idea of which horse is dominant. You might want to 
avoid the dominant horse, although, again, my preference is to choose a horse that isn't 
too scared to look me in the eye, one that has a bit of curiosity and ornery built in. That's 
because I like a horse with smarts and courage. The less dominant ones will generally 
be easier to train, though. In any case, you will need to separate your new Mustang 
from other horses when you get him home. He or she will get lonely and bond with you 
sooner. You must dedicate yourself to spending time every day with your horse, even if 
you only have twenty minutes to spare during days you go to a paying job (BTW, does 
anyone have one of those for me? or one for my husband, who is a year shy of 60?). 
Kidding aside, I recommend Kitty Lauman's DVD, from Wild to Willing, to learn how to 
gentle your special horse. Good luck--if you follow Kitty's advice and tips rec'd from 
other Mustang folks, you will have the best partner ever, for life, and you will never 
regret the decision you made to adopt! 
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--------------------------------------- 

   The main thing I look for when adopting a new mustang is conformation, size, and 
probably most important: The way they interact with each other. It depends on what you 
want to use the horse for. In general I look for a horse that is non confrontational. If they 
are constantly picking on the other horses and causing problems they tend to be harder 
to get to do what you want in the long run. The good thing about these types is they 
tend to have a lot of heart like you need in barrel racing or steeplechase or cross 
country jumping. The horse that comes right up to you a head of the other horses tends 
to be more of the fat and lazy type and can be more prone to being sassy and 
confrontational. They are easier to gentle, but they tend to question your requests later 
on, and are usually more bull headed. The exception is with horses who have already 
had handling and have little fear of humans.  The other extreme is the horse that 
everyone picks on, and is bullied constantly. These horses are more fearful in general, 
and more skeptical. Some, after gentling really turn around and bond well, but many 
retain their skepticism and are more flight prone. I typically look for one that is neither 
the bully or the victim, meaning they do not get into confrontations unless another 
horses challenges them. A good time to view this is during feeding time. This will give 
you a basis of your horses personality, so you can make an educated decision on their 
suitability. Don't just go for color. Conformation: My first question for you is what do you 
want to use the horse for? Do you know? If you have a discipline that you plan to 
pursue take along a friend educated in that field. For example if you want a dressage 
horse, you are going to want a taller, more refined horse with a clean throatlatch so it is 
easy for them to breath while on the bit. (Of course their are many more things to 
consider for a dressage horse, which is why I recommend taking along a friend that 
knows about [your disipline] horse conformation) If you want a trail horse there are 
some gaited mustangs available, basically you just want a horse big enough to carry 
you comfortably and has pretty good conformation. Nice slope to the shoulder so they 
are smoother to ride, is balanced, nice straight legs with a lower set hock so they can 
get their feet underneath them easier. If you want a western pleasure horse, you want a 
nice mover with a lower natural head set, meaning not a horse with an ewe neck etc, 
does not have a real heavy front end, but instead is equally proportionate throughout. 
As I said it really depends what you want to use it for. It should be sound and have a 
good personality, after that its up to your own personal pick.  
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-------------------- 
My husband and I were told by an experienced mustang trainer that for his first horse 
my husband should look for a younger mustang (under two years old) and to look for a 
horse that is curious and interested in humans.  When my husband picked out his 
yearling gelding he picked the most curious one ï the little guy really wanted to come up 
and smell us and check us out.  He turned out to be really nice horse with a lot of heart. 
 We have several other mustangs which were all wild until three years old and are all 
great horses but took a longer to train because they were wild longer.   I think everyone 
has their own personal preference regarding conformation but I would want a horse with 
ñcorrect conformationò so that he/she is more likely to stay sound.  A lot depends on 
what type of riding you want to do.  We have six mustangs and they are all different 
types ï 16+ hand warmblood looking, Spanish looking and quarter horse looking.  You 
might consider taking along someone experienced in mustangs that might give you 
some insight on choosing one that will be a good match for you.  

------------------------------- 

  What I look for is conformation. I look for a nice big and quit eye. even though they 
are wild you can see that watch them. the way they are with the other horses.  I look for 
middle of the pack. if you are getting one older then a yearling you need a 6ft fence. I 
would spend 15 to 20 min twice a day and got a lot done. then when I could would 
spend longer. but if you do something everyday you will get real far. good luck. take 
someone with you that knows about mustangs. be patient and do your home work. a 
great DVD is clinton anderson colt starting. he uses a wild mustang. and that will help a 
lot. 

------------------------------- 

I think they require you to have a 7' fence (From Cindy: It's 6' for a wild one over two) if 
you adopt any horse over 3 yrs. old. I adopted a 7 yr. old 2 years ago and the older they 
are the harder they are to break, unless you are a professional and really know what 
you are doing. I really love my big boy but I would definitely get a younger one next 
time.  I have heard a 2 yr. old is a good age to start. 

------------------------------- 

  At five foot, you can only adopt a youngster.  Standard woven fencing won't work 
until your horse is handled.  Your pen must be 6' for an adult horse.   To make our 
metal panels tall enough, we bought some rough cut cedar boards from a sawmill and 
some u-bolts and added them to the top.   When she was halter trained, we took down 
the extension and used the cedar to box in raised gardens.   You can also add upright 
boards to your wooden fence posts and screw in a higher rail if that is your fencing and 
then take down the makeshift top rail later.    

You are going to look for the same qualities in a mustang that you would look for in a 
domestic horse.   The leg conformation must support a smooth ride with a good pastern 
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angle and solid bones (inherent to most mustangs).   The neck should tie in nicely, but 
you will find that they are perhaps coarser than a domestic.   I sure wouldn't worry about 
the head because they don't compare to any domestic, but that soft eye is important in 
any breed to me.    That horse should have balance and a proper topline.   Even though 
they are ungroomed and pretty scruffy, you can tell of these things.   

 As you walk around the pens, look for horses that consistently have their ears back  
bossing and moving other horses and are too dominant for you.   Rule those out as a 
novice adopter.   You really can't tell much else about a personality except how it is 
fitting in with the other horses in that holding pen.   Take a notebook and write down 
numbers of ones you like and ones you couldn't begin to handle.    You will find an 
abundance of sorrel horses, so the notebook is important.     

 When you get him home, have a run or pen set up so that you can back the trailer up to 
it and unload without any type of handling.    He/she needs a few days to settle in.   
Expect some stress, perhaps loose stools (have psyllium on hand), and be careful.    
Feet are incredibly accurate.   Remember that you have a wild animal that does not see 
you as a buddy at all.    

 I had owned horses for almost 40 years when I decided to adopt a mustang.   The first 
couple of days she was pretty soft and easy around me.   Day three she charged me 
with ferocity and teeth barred.    She almost nailed me more than once through the pipe 
gate with a rear foot.   She actually appeared to be depressed for awhile, even tho we 
brought home a yearling with her.    They go through a lot of trauma.   Give them time to 
adjust. 

 If you do not have good natural horsemanship skills or someone to help you on a daily 
basis, this will be a challenge.     The first time you can touch the mustang is a big deal.  
When you get a halter on, it is a celebration.   When they sort through the pressure and 
learn to lead, it is huge.    Do all of your groundwork, but understand that our mustangs 
get things really fast; they don't need much repetition.   They need more "soaking time" 
to sort through, but less repeating.    

 Mustangs are like a horsemanship journey to me.   I can easily start a domestic 
weanling and get the handling done but a mature mustang takes some real preparation 
on your part.   My first mustang was already 7 when she was rounded up, so she was 
really used to the herd and her life.    You may be interested in a much younger horse.    

 I like each horse's personality and their nuances.    Adopt the one that catches your 
heart with the soft eye and things will work out if you are willing to learn how to work 
with them. 

------------------------------- 

   Picking personality and temperament can be very difficult when youôre faced with 
pens full of unhandled horses! We take in around fifty unhandled Brumbies each year 
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and I have a couple of tips that I hope might help you. Of course, each and every 
mustang or Brumby has their very own personality with its foibles, but as a rule of 
thumb, we find that often the wild horses that seem the calmest and most confident ï 
generally the ones at the front of the mob that the rest might be hiding behind or the 
ones that may even be brave enough to come close-ish to look at you ï will be the most 
confident once theyôre domesticated also. Of course, confidence is a great thing, but 
sometimes it can translate into them being a leader type personality that whilst theyôll be 
brave (perhaps less likely to shy on the trail), they may also be more prone to require 
strong leadership from their human herd leader.  

 

In contrast, the wild horse who is cowering at the back of the mob hoping that you donôt 
notice them and that seems to be very frightened is very often a horse who would dearly 
love a good gentle leader/ friend. Less brave in themselves, they can be quicker to trust 
and welcome leadership, which can translate into a horse that will have a really strong 
bond with you and will do things for you because they trust you and like to please you. 

Take age into consideration also. If youôve not adopted a wild horse before, make sure 
youôre taking on one that you will have success with! Wild horses older than three years 
of age are more difficult. Theyôve had more time in the wild, they are more set in their 
ways and theyôre bigger and stronger and can be more intimidating when youôre working 
with them. Some of my absolute favourite wild horses have been taken out of the wild 
as adults ï more than four years of age, but they do take more experience.  Also, with 5ô 
fencing, I would strongly recommend that you stick with a yearling or a smaller two year 
old to avoid them jumping out.  

On the whole, wild horses have great conformation. If they donôt they donôt stay sound 
long enough to contribute to the gene pool! Keep in mind what you plans are for your 
mustang. Obviously dressage horses require different conformation than trail horses 
and youôll find a mustang which could do either! 

Adopting and training a wild horse will be an incredible rewarding experience for you 
and you will never regret it, I know! I wish you happiness and a lifetime of fun with your 
new best friend. Wild horses are different to domestics ï most of the differences are 
small and hard to put into words, but theyôre awesome and the bond you forge with 
them, well that is something I can put into words ï awesome! 

----------------------------------- 

   That's a very good question and the answer is, unfortunately, that you cannot know for 
sure what their temperament and personality will be once they are gentled. Horses in 
adoption pens are stressed. They've just travelled - sometimes a long distance - in a 
trailer, and now they are in small pens in a strange place with strange people gawking 
at them, and they may be in the pen with horses they don't know. Those conditions 
sometimes make potentially good horses look bad.  
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What you can tell in that situation, however, is how the horse handles stress: Does he 
hide and shut down, does he fight, does he seem very nervous and reactive, or is he 
seeming to take it all in stride? Is he social, perhaps grooming with other horses, or is 
he the one they are all picking on? Or is he the one picking on others? Again, these 
behaviors can have other explanations, and horses recently gathered will be a lot more 
"jumpy" than ones who have lived for several months in a holding facility where humans 
feed them every day.  

Some of your horse's eventual personality is innate, but a lot of it will also depend on 
how well he is treated and how well trained he becomes. ANY horse, no matter what the 
innate temperament, can become a pushy or skittish critter who is no fun to ride or take 
care of, if allowed to become that and not given the right training - or that same horse, if 
provided good training and daily "behavioral support" can become a delightful, well-
behaved horse. 

Basically, adopting a horse is a Leap of Faith - just ask the Universe to direct you to the 
right one, and take the leap!  
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Question 2: I have a mare that the gnat eat her raw on her belly, chest, neck, and the 
underside of her head. I attempt to keep a fly sheet with neck and fly mask on her but 
she will rip them in a few weeks. I have to fix them and went through 4 sheets this last 
summer. That ended with having all 4 sheets pieced together to make one. The gnats 
have already started eating her belly and I was seeing if there is something out there 
that I can put on her that will make the gnats or flies leave her alone. I have 2 other 
horses and have no problems with the bugs on them. I just don't have the money to be 
buying fly sheets every month( I get the really nice ones that say they will hold up) for 
her and she does not like them anyways. 

   Find some kind of natural defense for the horseé keep the gnats at bayétry 
Spaulding Fly predators company, maybe they have a product. Prevent the gnats from 
growing in the first place with proper manure disposal etc. 

--------------------------------------- 

   My older mare had this issue too. My vet said it was a result of a hypersensitivity to 
the bites...an allergy in essence. The remedy we came up with was to 
mix hydrocortizone cream (you can get it in the drugstore) with SWAT fly repellant 
ointment. It worked really well for my horse. Good Luck! 

--------------------------------------- 

   Avon skin so soft. Works wonders. 

--------------------------------------- 

   Iôve had very good success with Absorbine Ultra Shield keeping the flies away and itôs 
supposed to work on other pests. I know itôs expensive, but you can usually get 
coupons at www.absorbine.com in their ñspecial offersò section. My experience is that it 
really is effective when only used once a week after the initial period ï for me 4x/week 
the first week 

-------------------------------------- 

   I use pink Swat.  It is thick and when the pink color disappears you know you need to 
put more on.  I rub it in the ears and on the belly where the gnats are.  

-------------------------------------- 

   One of my mustangs is really sensitive to all of our bugs in KY.   Here's from the 
April edition of EQUUS Magazine:   use a topical pesticide with proprietary pyrethroid 
insecticide.  So check the ingredient list on the spray.   I am using Absorbine EX in the 
black bottle.    If the site is already raw, slather on some vaseline and then spray or wipe 
 everything else.   Even though the product can last for days in good conditions, I apply 
it every day to my mustang in the sensitive spots that the gnats and flies get to.   She 

http://www.absorbine.com/
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seems to actually know that the spray bottle means relief from the pests, and is really 
good about it. 

-------------------------------------- 

   Yes.    Do some good brushing to loosen it up so that you don't get trapped bacteria 
or any kind of dermatitis.   If things look at all patchy or bald underneath, plan a warm 
day and a bath with some iodine in the shampoo.   Kills  the "bugs" that can cause skin 
problems that result in alopecia.   We have a herd of 15, and 2 of them this year started 
with some serious skin issues while shedding.   One week after the baths and frequent 
grooming (separate and clean tools), all haircoats are back to normal.    

-------------------------------------- 

  In your situation the fly masks and sheets won't help.  Out of all the fly spray 
products on the market, I've always found the oil-based fly sprays/wipes work the best.  
Wipe, by Farnam, did well against those pesky gnats and tiny flies.  I kept a piece of 
terry cloth in a coffee can with a lid (or something similar).  It was pretty well saturated 
with the fly stuff, so I would add a little each day when I wiped down the horses.  Oil-
based products will make dirt cling, but I'd rather have a dirty horse than a horse with 
numerous raw spots from the no-see-ums.  

-------------------------------------- 

  Swat ointment.  It sticks and lasts longer than sprays.  Also treats the existing wounds 
from existing bites. 

-------------------------------------- 

   We pick up the poop everyday.thats one.. course we only have one horse and our 
neighbors don't have any. So that helps there. We also get the fly predators..every 
month.. and they are really working great!!! 

We also use that spray Vetericyn on her if she gets a wound.We are not experts by any 
means. Still learning too  and asking questions vbgg   
 
Poor horse. god how irrating that would be for both horse and owner.. damn gnats 

-------------------------------------- 
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Question 3:  Mustang is shedding like crazy - it's that time of year!  On top of the 
shedding, he has what looks like dandruff...He's never had this before.  Normal?   

 

  Our horses too have the same thing. I believe it is the dirt coming up with the 
shedded hair. I go to saddle my horse and brush her back and turn around and seems 
like I never brushed her there's dirt sitting right where I brushed. I'm thinking they just 
need to shed and then given a good bath when it is warm enough. 

--------------------------------------- 

   Donôt breath when you curry comb him/her (patooie, patooie) and curry comb a lot to 
get the hair off. Dandruff can be dealt with. There are products on the market to help.----
-----------------------------------   

   Mine have dandruff too ï I notice it in the winter and it seems to go away after they 
shed out.  I donôt know if it is normal or not.  

-----------------------------------   

  My horse has a VERY thick mane and tail and has big flakes in both of them.  
It doesn't seem to bother him but I am also curious about what others will say. 

----------------------------------- 
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All Things Cowboy  Presents 

NVRHA Clinic and Competition       May 8th & 9th In Alamo NV 

Clinicians:  
Teacher Course  

Matt Replogle Working Cow horse, and Cutting  
Dave Currin Trail Coarse  
Cal Jepson Roping  
   
Classes include: 

¶ Working Cow Horse 

¶ Cutting 

¶ Roping 

¶ Reining 

¶ Trail Horse     

   
Fees:  

Entry Fee $185  If paid by April 25
th      $

225  After April 25th 
Stalls $10  Per Night 

You can bring your own shavings, or buy them from us! 

Stock charge, judge and arena fees are included in the entry fee.  

Dinner Saturday evening is included Lodging is available in Alamo 

Deadline for show entries ïApril 25th, please reserve your spot early, Space will be limited to the first 24 
entrants.                                   Cowboy Church Services offered Sunday morning.  

All breeds and non registered horses are welcome to participate. 

Show Contacts:  

Marlon Call: 702-203-5954 

marlonc@call-associates.com 

www. call-associates.com 

 Matt Replogle: 702-372-8827 

E-Mail Matt@MattReplogle.com 

www.MattReplogle.com 

If you are interested in learning these events prior to attending the show or clinic please call Marlon, or 
Matt.  Coaching/ Practice sessions will be held in prior to the Clinic and Competition.            

*NVRHA is about FUN and LEARNING something new. Educating HORSE and RIDER is our #1 goal. 

 

Starting time will be 8 am each day  

National Versatility Ranch Horse Association www.nvrha.org 

590 hwy 105· Monument, CO 80132·719.487.9014  
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Support the American Cancer Society and spend a day 

riding your horse at the òRide for Lifeó 

event on Saturday, May 22
nd

 in 

Anderson, California  from 10am to 7:00pm 

at the fairgrounds. Teams (two or more riders) are 
being asked to raise just $100 to donate to the 
American Cancer Society. Louise Dutton would love to 
supply Bella Soap Company t-shirts to a team. Their 
Bella Dry Skƛƴ CƻǊƳǳƭŀϰ aƻƛǎǘǳǊƛȊƛƴƎ .ƻŘȅ .ŀǊ ŦƻǊ 
eczema, dry and sensitive skin is hormone-free, which 
means it is safe for people with cancer and undergoing 
cancer treatment. For more info about team t-shirts, 
please email Louise personally at 
turtle.22@sbcglobal.net  You must form your team 
and register by May 17th. For more info about the 
άwƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ƻǊƛ .ŀǊŎƭŀȅ ŀǘ 
530-515-7494. 

 

mailto:turtle.22@sbcglobal.net
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